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IV DEDICATION. 

tion ; — whether it be the church, the chapel, or 

I the school, the dispensary for the sick, or the 

cottage for the poor, — it is your Grace's name 

which so amply occupies the rolls of charity. 

Such Christian works empower your Grace to 

confer a sanction which 1 can gratefully value, 

though I vainly endeavour to deserve. 

If it were necessary to adduce the wonted 
motives for publishing, I might say, that to 

back the flattering request of some to whom 

these Sermons were delivered, the advice — I 

own the partial advice— of friends, was not 

wanting ; neither am I without the humble, 

yet earnest hope, that I, too, may do my mite 

of good. 

I beg to remain. 

My Lord Duke, 

Gratefully and respectfully, 

Your Grace's obedient Servant, 

Whittington H. Landon. 

Tavistock. 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON I. 

REPENTANCE. 
2 GoR. vii. 10. 



For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation^ not to be 
repented of; but the sorrow of the world worketh death . 1 



SERMON II. 

PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. 

John ix. 4. 
I must work the works of him that sent me . .18 

SERMON III. 

BAPTISMAL vows. 

Acts x. 47- 

Can any man forbid water^ that these should be not baptized, 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? . 35 



vi CONTENTS. 

SERMON IV. 

THE RELATIVE CONDITIONS OF LIFE. 

Psalm xlix. 2. 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another . . . 58 

SERMON V. 

HUMAN EXCUSES. 

Luke xiv. 18. 
And they all with one consent began to make excuse . 77 



SERMON VI. 

GOD THE SAVIOUR. 

Psalm cvi. 21. 

And they forgat God their Saviour, who had done so great 
things in Egypt ^^ 



SERMON VII. 

THE JUSTICE OF GOD's VISITATIONS. 

EzBKiEL xviii. 2. 

What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth are set on edge ? . • • ^^^ 



CONTENTS. Vll 

SERMON VIII. 

THE PROORESS OF CHRISTIANITY, THE PROOF THAT IT IS OF 

GOD. 

Acts v. 38, 39- 

And now I say unto you. Refrain from these men, and let 
them alone ; for if this counsel or this work be of men, it 
will come to nought : but, if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God . 130 

SERMON IX. 

THE INTELLECT WHEN CONVERSANT WITH GOD. 

Wisdom viii. 3. 
In that she is conversant with God, shemagnifieth her nobility 145 

SERMON X. 

EVIL IMAGINATIONS. 

Gen. vi. 5. 

Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually 164 



SERMON I. 



REPENTANCE. 



2 Corinthians vii. 10. 

For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation, not to 
be repented of; but the sorrow of the world worketh 
death. 

Impressed, as every Christian must be, with 
the deep import and power of repentance, to- 
wards any sure and certain hope of final salva- 
tion, I shall not unfitly occupy your time by the 
endeavour to mark the distinction so strikingly 
laid down in the text, — that godly sorrow 
worketh salvation, — the sorrow of the world 
worketh death. — ^This is the more needful, for 
although the consequences to which those two 

dispositions of the heart lead are far asunder, 
since by the one the soul is saved, by the other 

lost, yet are they by no means unlikely in their 
early workings to be mistaken, and the counter- 
feit to pass for the pure gold : — but '^ the Lord 

B 



2 HEPENTANCE. 

putteth away the wicked like droes,- and will 
refine them even as silver is refined." 

By adducing, then, such spiritual relations as 
illustrate and explain the nature of sincere re- 
pentance, and detect the semblance of it, we 
shall be the better prepared to learn its efficacy, 
and enforce its needfulness. 

We find the workings of godly sorrow, and 
the sorrow of the world, strongly delineated and 
exemplified in the characters of two of our 
Saviour's disciples. I bring, therefore, to your 
consideration Simon Peter and Judas Iscariot. 
That St. Peter was warmly attached to his Lord, 
his intentions upright, and his professions sincere, 
we cannot doubt ; still there was a forwardness, 
a fierce heat of temper and a self-confidence, in 
him, which, while they rendered him sanguine^ 
and personally daring, laid him open to rash 
and hurried actions. Frequently does it happen 
that he who would have stood high for personal 
courage, fails greatly when the nobler attribute 
of moral courage is suddenly called into require- 
ment. Thus, we find, when his Lord was 
betrayed and arrested, that Simon Peter was 
the first to stand forth for his defence and his 
rescue, for '' he drew his sword and smote the 
servant of the High Priest;" and yet, when a 
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mere * girl taxed him, saying, ^' thou alsb wast 
with Jesus of Galilee/' he wanted the energy of 
mind to own his Lord and openly avow him- 
self his disciple. He denied him, again and 
again, and again, I know not what thou sayest, 
I know him not — and he denied him with an 
oath, — I know not the man. But ere he left 
the porch of the High Priest's dwelling, where 
his Lord was arraigned, ^' his Lord turned and 
looked upon him, and he remembered the word 
of the Lord, how that he had said unto him. 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt d^ny me 
thrice ; and he went out and wept bitterly." 
Notwithstanding, he had vowed, ** though all 
should be offended because of thee, yet will I 
never be offended ;" that though he should die 
with him, yet would he not deny him — yet deny 
him he did. What a lasting lesson this gives to 
man — it tells him ^' who thinketh he standethto 
take heed lest he fall ;" it tells him not to place 
his trust in any aid of man, but to look up to a 
higher and holier power when his trial cometh. 
It asks this question \ one which every man must 
answer for himself; from what you know of your- 
self, of your own heart, your own strength, and 

' Coleridge's "Aids to Reflection." 
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from what history, and your own personal experi- 
ence, have bid you to conclude of mankind gene- 
rally, dare you trust to your own unaided con- 
science ? When the " bosom sin" bums in the 
heart, when the sin that most easily besets you, is 
before you, — dare you, then, trust in the strength 
of your own self-denial ? When the tempter sifts 
you as the disciple, by means of that sin to 
which you are, by constitution, liable, or which 
confirmed habit has made to appear to your 
corrupted thoughts as no sin ; think you that you 
will of yourself say, get thee behind me Satan ? 
If so — well, it is your own risk, we judge not ; 
before him whom man cannot mock, you stand 
or fall. God grant that when, though not in 
word, but in act, we practically deny our Lord 
— if ours be that disciple's sin, ours too be that 
disciple's sorrow. In that sin there was neither 
forethought nor deliberation; it was neither 
planned before, nor lingered in after ; and if its 
guilt were deep, deep also was the repentance. 
It arose not from the heart but from circum- 
stances, and that this godly sorrow worked 
repentance in Simon Peter as sincere as it was 
early, his whole subsequent life gave proof and 
token. 

Far different was that of Judas Iscariot. There 
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was a calculating depravity about his whole 
character, which, of itself, indicated that repent- 
ance in him could never spring from love, nor 
faith, nor feeling, but, alone, from motives of 
interest, or fears for the future. A few incidents 
of his life will, I think, sufficiently attest this 
conclusion. When Mary poured the costly 
ointment on the head of Jesus and anointed his 
feet, and the house was filled with the odour, 
then murmured Iscariot — *' Why was not this 
ointment sold for three hundred pence and given 
to the poor.^ this he said, not that he cared for 
the poor, but because he was a thief and had 
the bag, and bare what was put therein," and 
his covetous spirit could not endure that such a 
valuable booty should escape his hands, and 
that he should lose so good an opportunity of 
peculation. Thus with a lie in his mouth he 
sought to cloke his own thievery by the mock 
pretence of assumed charity, a feeling he knew 
not, and for the poor for whom he cared not. 
And in reference to his betraying his Master, he 
was not tempted by others or solicited by those 
who sought his Master's life ; but it was the 
birth of his own bad heart, the brooding of his 
own treacherous thoughts. We read that one 
of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto 
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the chief priests, and said unto them, '* What 
will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto 
you, and they covenanted with him for thirty 
pieces of silver, and from that time he sought 
opportunity to betray him." And though the 
object whose ruin he had plotted was a kind 
master — the victim, upon which the evil eye of 
the traitor rested, all innocent, and he knew it, 
yet from that time he warily and deliberately 
sought opportunity to betray him ; and " he 
gave them a sign, saying, whomsoever I shall 
kiss that same is he, and forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said : Hail, master, and kissed him ; 
then they laid hands on Jesus and took him." 
But ere long, when he saw the fatal con- 
sequences of his guilt, and was appalled at 
beholding his master condemned to the death, 
and the agony of the cross— then, and not till 
then, did the vengeance denounced upon that 
man who should betray him, fall in terror upon 
his thoughts. And when the iron entered into 
his soul, and remorse racked him, for '* it 
biteth as a serpent and stingeth as an adder," 
and when he found that the guilt which rifles 
us of our innocence, also robs us of the power of 
enjoyment ; he then ** brought again the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders. 
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sayijig, I have &iiuMd in that I have betrayed 
the iimpoent blood. And they said, what is that 
to us? see thou to that." And when too late, 
he found that he had done what he never could 
undo, and wrought a ruin he could never repair, 
'* he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple 
and went and hanged himself." This was no 
godly sorrow which worketh repentance unto 
salvation, but it was the sorrow of the world, and 
it worked death ; it sprang not from the love 
or the faith of Jesus Christ, so it led not to 
Christian conduct ; it was not calmed by the 
Christian's content, nor blessed with the Christ- 
ian's pardon. 

There are two circumstances related in the 
Gospel, which especially bear upon the question 
of how far a late repentance is acceptable with 
God. You will anticipate that I allude to the 
thief upon the cross, and to those who, though 
they entered not upon the Lord !s work ui^til 
the eleventh hour, still received every man hi& 
penny. The circumstances which attended the 
pardon of the thief on the cross, can never occur 
again. They at once forbid despair, and rebuke 
presumption. None may exult in the assurance 
of forgiveness ; none need sink under the weight 
of despondency. For the thief there were many. 
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evidences of a broken and ccmtrite heart, and the 
germs of a sound faith ; and we may fairly infer 
that had he lived, his conviction of the truth 
of Jesus Christ would have converted him to a 
new creature. The confession of his own evil 
ways was humble, ^* And we (saith he) are con- 
demned justly, for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds, but this man hath done nothing 
amiss ;" his prayer was that of faith in Christ 
as God, '' Lord, remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom." Thus at the hour of death 
he was forgiven, forgiven by God, who alone 
can tell whether the sorrow is sincere, and such 
as would work salvation ; pardon rested with God 
then, with him must it ever rest. If the history of 
the thief on the cross, teaches the efficacy and 
the power of repentance, and faith, and prayer, 
even at our last hour, it lends no assurance, it 
yields no warrant of forgiveness to those who wil- 
fully put off the hour of turning unto God even 
unto the last ; we may ^^ not sin that grace should 
abound." The same Redeemer who said "to- 
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise," said 
also, not the cry, Lord, Lord, but the doing the 
will of God, should win an entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven. 
So likewise, when we read, that the labourers 



REPENTANCE. 9 

went into the vineyard of the Lord, and began 
to work, some at one hour, some at another, at 
the third, the sixth, the ninth, and even at the 
eleventh, we extremely pervert the meaning of 
the parable, if we suppose this to be an ailment 
for presumption to soothe us in impenitence, and 
delay, as if God were under the necessity of 
receiving us, according to the fancies of our own 
hearts. I would here use the authority of one 
high among the servants of Christ. He says : 
" In a Christian country there cannot be, cor- 
rectly speaking, an eleventh hour ; a man can 
hardly say, no man hath hired him, who hath 
been deaf to the voice of the Gospel, reaching 
him in some form or other of admonition, all 
his life ; there is reason to fear he is oftener the 
wilful sinner, who has had knowledge of the 
truth\" — The true benefit and comfort arising 
from the parable is to all such as through igno- 
rance have long lain under sin ; if no man hath 
hired them, if their delay hath not been caused 
by themselves, their God will accept them, and 

a 

though they have entered upon his service late, 
even in the close of their life, yet if they have 
worked faithfully and to the utmost of their 

^ Sumner's Apostolical Preaching. 
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power, he will make gracious allowauce for 
their weakness. Still God demands that we 
should ourselves be conscious of that weakness, 
and strive to gain strength, as we best may ; re- 
membering that the longer we linger in sin, the 
shorter is our time for the work of God. We 
should, therefore, with more haste and eagerness 
prepare for the evening of our day, when the 
night Cometh and no man can work ; when too an 
account will be taken of what we have done, and 
'^ they that have done good shall go unto the 
resurrection of life, they that have done evil unto 
the resurrection of damnation." The question 
then is, not at what hour we commence working 
out our salvation, but if we leave it late, ** whether 
no man hath hired us." 

If we remember the wayward and changeful 
feelings of our nature, the instability of our 
resolutions, and the weakness of our hearts, we 
shall admit, that when repentance is sincere, its. 
influence is gradual and progressive. A man 
cannot at once put on the whole armour of God, 
and spring forth in a moment in all the Chris- 
tian's panoply, armed for the contest, and pre- 
pared for the struggle. No, he must submit to 
discipline, to be trained and to be tried, then may 
he hope to fight under the banner of his Lord,. 
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even unto his life's end, and then will his Lord 
receive him, as his faithful soldier and servant. 

Let us think too, that if ever the love of the 
Redeemer hath touched the heart, if ever his 
word hath been sown, and then for awhile been 
choked by the cares or allurements of the world, 
its power will for the most part burst forth 
at a future time in repentance. Though after 
a long suspense, God and his laws have been 
forgotten, yet will the spiritual power reveal 
itself, and then will the soul of the worldling 
quail, and the bold spirit of the strong man 
bow down before the terrors of the Lord, and 
the lips that have long been wont to utter curses 
and blasphemies, pour forth the praise and the 
prayer. 

A great variety of instruction might be de- 
duced from the parable of the prodigal. I now 
recall it to your recollections, solely as bearing 
upon bur immediate subject, repentance. We 
observe, that the son besQught his father to be- 
stow upon him the portion of goods which fell to 
his lot, and when he had gathered all together 
he took his journey into a, far and a strange 
country, and there wasted hig substance with 
riotous living. There, till th^ means of pursuing 
his profligate career were exhausted, and his 
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spirits began to sink, so long as his health and 
strength remained, there he held on his evil 
revelry to the last: But when he had " devoured 
his living with harlots," and want pressed him 
sore, so that he gladly accepted at the hands of the 
stranger the lowly labour of the swineherd ; and 
when hunger came upon him, so that he would 
fain feed on the husks that the swine did eat, 
then, but not till then, was it that ^' he came to 
himself:" and the memory of his fatherland, and 
the blessings of his home, rose up before his sad- 
dened thoughts. Then he said, '^ I will arise and 
go to my father, and will say unto him. Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son, 
make me as one of thy hired servants." 

This is a painful, but a most true portraiture of 
human nature. So long as the means of self-indul- 
gence abound, and ere yet the senses are palled ; 
while the frame is unshattered, and the rush and 
buoyancy of spirits know not decline or diminu- 
tion, we go forth upon our journey, and wander 
amid the ways of an evil world, where the name 
of our heavenly Father is not known ; and if the 
chastening hand of the Lord turn us not, of our- 
selves should we never turn. 

Thus was repentance brought home to the heart 
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of the prodigal. While he had . the means, m 
long did he continue in riotous living. Wherein 
then does his repentance yield its example for 
our imitation, its lesson for our instruction ? In 
the first place it was early; and^ secondly, the 
moment '^ he dame to himself" he suffered no 
false shame, or embittered pride, to withhold 
him from the confession of his vice and folly, 
but he returned straightway back to the sanc- 
tuary of his father's home, and sought in humi* 
lity henceforth to oiSer die best atonement that 
he could, *^ make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants." And, brethren, not as of the world 
was that offering accepted ; his father did not 
upbraid him, saying. Son, you sought and 
received at my hands your portion of goods, 
and remember, these were my gift, not your 
right; you deserted home, and your father's 
service, you left the paths of peace for the 
haunts of profligacy. You are now reaping the 
consequence of your own conduct. Such were 
not the words that awaited the repentant sinner. 
But the father greeted his returned prodigal 
with the welcome of mercy and of joy. *' Bring 
forth the best robe and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand and shoes on his feet, and bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat 
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and be merry, for this my son was dead and is 
alive again, was lost and is found." If tlien our 
repentance be as early as it is sincere, He who 
hath a <' feeling for our infirmities;' will pardon 
and receive his erring children once more into his 
love, he will have compassion, and will forgive* 
Early repentance is the most uncommon, 
for it is most difficult. While the pulse of 
passion beats high, and all the energies of man 
are in their power and their prime, when the 
senses in their sweetest tones are sueing for their 
several delights^ and the wild throbs of carnal 
affection are loudest, while the witcheries of the 
world are wooing, — our own hearts betraying, 
and our habits blinding, — or " ever the silver 
cord be loosened, or the golden bowl be broken;" 
while our sun of life rides high, and our heaven 
is cloudless, so long repentance is wont to be a 
strange and an unknown thing. Man feels it 
not, and he deems that he needs it not. But 
^' if the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the 
wheel broken at the cistern," and when evil 
days are come ; when desire is failing, and ap- 
petite flags; when we *' cannot any more hear 
the voice of singing men and singing women," 
and the worn flesh seeks rest and not riot : then 
comes the thought whether we have served self 

12 
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or <)«r fellow creatures, whether we have served 
the world or our God ; and man is then at last 
disposed to turn unto the Lord^ because he can 
turn to nothing else. This surely is not repent- 
ance which woriLeth salvation, but the sorrow of 
the world, and it worketh death. 

I have not dwelt upon that view of the sorrow 
of the world, and for the things of the world, as 
alike useless and needless, — how it unavailingly 
weareth the heart, and wasteth the frame, and 
weakens the intellect; but I have spoken of it 
only as contrasted with that godly feeling which 
worketh unto salvation, which, though its sor- 
row endure for a night, yet joy cometh in the 
morning. 

We have said, men often do not repent, be- 
cause they think they do not need it ; and they 
are perhaps led to this from the consideration, 
that they are quite as good as those around 
them. Now notwithstanding that we distinguish 
most clearly those faults in others which we dis- 
cern but dimly in ourselves, they may perchance 
be right in their judgment : but the imperfec- 
tions of other men can neither justify our own, 
neither can they give a warrant for neglecting 
the higher perfections of the Redeemer. A man 
may raise his own standard, and act under it, 
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and practically reject the rule of life which God 
hath revealed; but it is not our own, but 
God's tribunal before which we stand or fall. 
''That servant who knew not his Lord s will, and 
did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be 
beaten with few ; but that servant which knew 
his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither 
did according to that will," upon him the heavy 
punishment falls. 

And men I think sometimes seek out diffi* 
culties to strengthen themselves in their doubts, 
not perchance to sap the faith of others, which 
excites only their marvel or their pity, but to 
justify to their own minds the misgivings of 
their own feelings, and their own alienation from 
the holy laws of the Redeemer. For if God be 
false, unbelief is sanctioned : if the law be abro- 
gated, licence is allowed : if sin be warranted, 
if His service, or neglect of that service, be at our 
own option, then is faith, folly ; and repentance, 
weakness; but repentance, we say, stands or 
falls with the whole truth of God's revealed will. 

Repentance is one of the vital and necessary 
conditions of our being followers of Jesus Christ : 
it was the one great enjoined act of the mind, 
the first command of the forerunner of our 
Lord. On the sincerity and soundness of this 
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foundation was the fabric of the Christian's faith 
to be raised and realized. Without repentance no 
. hope dawns, no promise is made to man, no sin is 
forgiven, no service is accepted, and no prayer is 
heard. By repentance all the evil deeds of the 
past are blotted out, and remembered no more; 
and by repentance is the future hallowed and 
devoted to God. The sacraments of the Lord 
summon forth this feeling, and strengthen its re- 
newal ; his worship is its continual acknowledg- 
ment. It is the offering of the soul, the great 
sacrifice of life, the atonement of the heart. 
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY. 



John ix. 4. 
" I must work the works of him that sent me." 

The value of any theory may be fairly adjudged, 
according as its adoption is practicable, and its 
effects are good. So likewise the nature of any 
doctrine may be discerned, by the conduct to 
which a belief in it leads, and the influence 
which it exercises upon the life. Such, however, 
is not the connection between the teacher and 
his teaching; we may trust, and charitably 
anticipate the character from the doctrine, and 
we may generally be right, but the two are not 
necessarily blended. The word spoken, and the 
life led, ought to reflect each other, but to say 
the least, the acts of a man supply a far safer 
criterion of his principles, than his avowed prin- 
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ciples do of his acts. A succession of humane 
acts, yields me sound premises from whence to 
infer humanity in him who performed them ; 
but even from the reiterated professions of 
humanity, I cannot safely infer the act : chiefly 
indeed, because our nature is prone to say well, 
and perhaps mean well, and yet does not so 
frequently realize its professions in action. On 
this account I think our Redeemer did not 
address his strong appeal to the words which 
he spake, but to the works which he did, " the 
same works which I do, bear witness of me," — 
'^ believe me for the very works' sake." 

From the life and the works of Jesus Christ, 
his immediate followers claimed their highest 
authority. They could not dilate on his worldly 
glory, but they could on his goodness ; they 
could not tell of his earthly power, but they 
could of his unearthly purity ; he ever mingled 
with mankind, yet was he never sullied ; an 
exaltation above all moral corruption, more 
lofty than that when * ' his soul was not left in 
hell, neither did that holy one see corruption." 
This shed over the individual character of th? 
Redeemer an undying lustre, before which 
suspicion vanishes, and rolls away as the mist 
of the morning. When we view his life, we 

c2 
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must feel, he is not such an one as would 
deceive us. 

The authority of the works which the Re- 
deemer wrought, is urged by St. Peter upon 
the remembrance of those who witnessed them ; 
he had just been stating the surpassing power 
with which Jesus Christ had asserted his higher 
nature. I mean, when the apostle uttered that 
remarkable address : — '* Ye men of Israel, hear 
these words, Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved 
of God, among you, by miracles, and wonders, 
and signs, which God did by him, in the midst 
of you, as ye yourselves also know." He 
recounted events that had actually come to 
pass in their own day, what they had themselves 
seen and knowriy but which perhaps from being 
witnessed singly, had awakened but a momen- 
tary awe, and then floated from their minds 
and were forgotten. Still, when the memory of 
the miracle, and the wonder, and the sign, were 
called up by the apostle, in the fulness of their 
collective power, and the records of prophecy 
compared with facts, done in the midst of 
them, conviction rushed upon them. From the 
thousands who that day owned their Redeemer, 
it would seem that every ear that caught those 
words, every heart upon which that appeal fell, 
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acknowledged Jesus Christ as the power of God 
manifest in the flesh. In speaking, then, of 
the marvel and the might of Christ's power, 
it was natural that St. Peter should also speak 
of its heavenly and benevolent nature. Christ 
did not, at the wish of his angry disciples, call 
down fire from heaven, for saith he, "ye know 
not what spirit ye are of;" he did not ask 
for legions of angels to destroy his enemies, — 
but he healed the broken-hearted, sight was he 
to the blind, at his bidding the tongue of the 
dumb was loosed, and the lame walked, and 
the unclean leper was rid of his leprosy, and the 
wicked forsook his way, and sin, that leprosy 
of the soul, was stayed. The only miracle of 
wrath he ever wrought, was on a senseless fig- 
tree, for a sign and a warning that God doth 
require certain fruits of all that he hath made. 
So, therefore, shall it not be with his creatures 
— when, though the sun cherishes, and the rain 
nourishes, yet the blossom and promise of life 
fall fruitless and shrivelled — and our barren 
and useless existence ended, wastes and withers 
as the stricken tree. Not only then was the life 
of Jesus one of purity and of power, but that power 
was put forth in active benevolence. 

The course of nature was not arrested, and 
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its uDiformity broken, for the mere display of a 
power above that awarded to man. The mighty 
agency was not lavish, but sufficient : enough 
was wrought to mark the hand of God, that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled, and the test of 
belief put to the minds of men. Had the 
intellect of the creature been compelled to own 
the Creator — then must the whole scheme of 
redemption have been changed, the Gospel 
could no longer have been, as it has pleased 
God to ordain it, a covenant of faith, but a 
covenant of force. 

But let us never approach the Redeemer's 
word or works in the captious and carping 
spirit of dispute and contention, for it savoureth 
rather of enmity, and not of love towards God. 

We have said that Christ " worked the works 
of him that sent him." Let us then proceed 
to gather such principles, as may arise from the 
nature of the works which he did. I speak not 
of them now as the attestations of the Godhead, 
nor as so many instances, wherein human 
suffering was assuaged, and its wants and 
woes alleviated, for the ministry of the Re- 
deemer was but of few years, and but of 
one country, and in this respect were they, 
therefore, comparatively vain and unavailing. 
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One object at least of their performance hath 
been gained, as assuredly was the purpose 
and intent of Jesus Christ, if the principle of 
sympathy with others' pain, if the spirit of 
active benevolence, has been shed abroad in the 
hearts of men. If from the likeness of that God 
of the fatherless and the wretched, the feeling 
of active humanity hath, and is still flowing 
forth full and free among the nations, then was 
not sight given to the blind in vain, no single 
tongue was loosed, nor ear heard, nor lame 
walked in vain, — though they passed not the 
boundaries of Galilee. 

There was an inhuman superstition astir in 
the hearts of men, and so thick was their 
spiritual darkness, that they were wont to deem 
all those who laboured under long and pro- 
tracted disease, to be accursed of God, and 
therefore all human kindness or care was with- 
held or forbidden. I trace this to the circum- 
stance, that among the . idolatrous, nations the 
character of priest and of physician were 
blended. When any malady bade defiance to 
their shallow knowledge, lest this deficiency of 
skill should lower their lofty pretensions, then 
was the suflferer declared under the wrath of 
their idol ; and the hour of need was made the 



24 PRACTICAL CHRISTIANITY- 

hour of desertion, and of desolation. Now if this 
were the only evil spirit which Jesus Christ 
rebuked, if this were the only devil which he 
cast out of the bosom of men, it was an exercise 
of power well worthy of the love and bene-, 
volence of God. 

We may notice that the miracles of our 
Saviour were never of a collective nature — but 
performed singly, and addressed to individuals. 
The feeding the five thousand may seem some- 
what to partake of a collective nature, but the 
miracle was in the creation of the bread, not 
in its distribution ; he did not at once, bid a 
number of blind men to receive their sight, nor 
a number to walk, but he made it a particular 
act to each. As moral and responsible beings, 
men do not act and think by thousands, but 
singly and as individuals; and though a far 
loftier display of divine power might have been 
revealed by the Redeemer's healing thousands 
at once, yet less effectual influence would have 
been felt by his followers. Before humanity 
can become national, it must throb in the heart 
of many in secret, and alone. And little avail 
is it when the mind dwells upon national 
sins ; it is very apt to mean every body else 
but its own. I read, that if there be fifty 
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righteous, or peradventure thirty, or twenty, 
or five, or even one righteous person, shall 
a city be saved. I believe, that when works of 
humanity prevail among a people, and the 
spirit of benevolence, which restored the lost 
sight to the Galilean, hath kindled the same 
feeling in a Christian nation, and the infirmary, 
and the asylum, and the hospital, give their 
warrant that many have '' worked the works of 
him that sent him :" when these temples, not 
of worship, but of active benevolence, have 
been raised by the working of the Redeemer's 
love, — for before his day they were neither 
known nor thought of by man, — I believe that 
they assuredly plead with God for a nation, and 
avert national calamities. Yet not upon this 
may we build our own personal hopes, neither 
place thereon our reliance; for though we read, 
that all nations and people shall be gathered 
before God for judgment in one vast congrega- 
tion ; yet shall each one answer for himself, for 
" God weighs the actions of man, according 
as he hath done good or evil." Not to the active 
benevolence of bodies or communities must we 
look for the main workings of those Christian 
feelings, which the Redeemer awakened by the 
nature of his miracles, when by them, as I 
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think he pointed out the especial objects of com- 
passion and pity. But it is to the silent, and 
unproclaimed exertions of individuals working 
the works of their Master, and the perseverance 
of active Christianity, that this labour of the 
Lord can be carried on, and the principle of 
the Christian miracle be developed in Christian 
practice. What though the wailing of woe may 
not be hushed, and still shall the cry of pain be 
heard in our dwellings, and disease still riot in 
our blood, and want shed its gloom ; and though 
you cannot cast out these evils from among 
your fellows, or forbid them approach your- 
selves, yet you can do much : — woe may be 
soothed, and pain lulled, and disease arrested, 
and want relieved. God hath given to everyone 
— to some more, to others less — certain talents 
and powers, and hath bidden his servants, 
^* occupy till he comes." Now, though he can 
no where be shown to require at the hand of 
his creatures more than they are able to per- 
form ; yet will he not endure languor and 
lethargy in his service. He expects that the 
talents you have, whether they \)e ten, or 
whether but one, be not suffered to lie useless 
and unemployed ; but ever active in the various 
positive duties of your day. And when you 

12 
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thus tread in the path and walk in the way of 
him, who is the way and the life : when your 
heart is weighed down with sorrow that you 
cannot control, and suffering for which you 
h ave no remedy ; when even in your labour of 
charity, you are made to feel how weak is your 
strength ; and though when you sow kindness 
you may not always reap gratitude ; and may 
find that those, who care not for these things, are 
preferred before you ; think then that your recom- 
pense is not here, save in the conscious feeling 
of a Christian obligation kept in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ. But if this principle of humanity 
spring from well nigh every miracle which 
your Redeemer wrought, from the whole tenor 
of his life, and more, perhaps, than all, from 
that impressive parable ^ which he dwelt upon 
in repetition more earnest and more at length 
than any other, and which passes a plain 
condemnation upon the neglect of these duties, 
and as positive a reward upon their fulfilment, 
I do not fear that you will mistake my meaning, 
that you can compromise with God for the acts 
of sin, by the deeds of charity ; but whether you 
go to the word, or the life, or the miracle, or 

^ Matt. XXV. 31. 
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the parable of Jesus Christ, you will, I think, 
arrive with me at the conclusion, that active 
benevolence is the leading principle of his reli- 
gion ; and that in living up to this, as far as you 
can, you are in closer imitation of your Re- 
deemer, and likely to become better Christians, 
than by taking up with some difficult matter of 
faith, and making your belief in that the test 
of your Christianity. 

** If ye will do his will, ye shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God :" and this is the 
rule of a Christian's progress, which Christ him- 
self laid down — not that a man should expect 
fully first to comprehend " things hard to be 
understood," and then, and not till then, become 
a Christian ; but, by first doing Christ's will, 
should he gradually acquire the knowledge of 
Christ's religion and doctrine, whether they be of 
God. And when men begin to do his will, we 
doubt not their hearts will be hallowed, and 
the mind humbled, and the life changed ; and 
that man will be led on from the Christian deed 
to the Christian doctrine, from experience to 
conviction ; and so, they that do his will, shall 
know that it is of God. 

I have briefly alluded to such miracles of the 
Redeemer as inculcate the lessons of active 
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kindness towards suffering humanity ; where the 
power of affording relief, in a great degree, 
though not wholly, lies within the compass of 
human exertion ; there are other miracles which 
alike yield their fragrance to his name, alike 
reveal his heavenly nature, yet man may not 
hope to imitate, for with God alone are the 
issues of life. 

When the Redeemer showed death subject to 
him, in its several stages, when he put forth his 
unearthly authority over the grave, it was not 
then " to give us the victory," for in these 
miracles no positive warrant was found, no sure 
token given of a future life. Each of those 
whom he summoned back, remained but for 
awhile and then sank again into the tomb. To 
the resurrection of Christ himself, must we look 
for the warrant of our own. Not then merely to 
evince his power as the Lord of life, was the 
progress of death controlled ; but as in his other 
miracles, addressed more especially to bodily 
suffering, he bid his followers " go and do 
likewise;" so in these he taught the lesson 
of sympathy and solace. The dead cannot 
be recalled; but the anguish of mind, and 
the sorrow of heart, which cannot be banished, 
may yet be shared. When affliction presseth 
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sore, and the spirit of man is weighed down, it 
was then, as I think, he meant to bid us ^' bear 
one another's burthens." 

I do not, then, ask you to remember that he 
raised the dead, but the particular instances 
where he put forth these proofs of his divine 
nature, and the review will show you, that the 
Redeemer's aim was not so much that his fol- 
lowers should be awe-struck by his power, as 
inspired with the likeness of his compassion. 

I can readily believe, that to many, or to one 
standing alone, death may be stripped well-nigh 
of all his terrors, and save for an unknown futu- 
rity, he may come as a welcome guest, at least 
may his approach be despised. But when the 
father for awhile hath watched the waning 
health of his child, and the hectic glow has 
again and again flushed the wan cheek with 
the hue of health, and the dull eye again and 
again brightened ; yet, still is disease doing its 
treacherous work within, and hope fades with 
the fading strength, and the irregular breath is 
heaving its latest sigh. Oh ! at such a time, in 
his deep misery, cometh the ruler of the syna- 
gogue, and saith, ^^ My child is lying at the 
point of death, yea, is even now dead, I pray 
thee come, and lay thine hand upon her, and 
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she shall live ;" and while he yet spake there 
came certain of his household which said, ^^ thy 
daughter is dead, why troublest thou the Master 
further?" but when Jesus heard the word that 
was spoken, he saith to the father, ''be not 
afraid, only believe/' But ere they reached the 
dwelling, the wailing notes of the minstrels, and 
the voice of the mourners, and the dirge of the 
dead, sank in sadness on their hearts ; and 
when they came into the crowd, and the tumult 
of them that wept and wailed greatly, Jesus 
saith unto them " why make ye this ado, and 
weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth." 
" And they laughed him to scorn:" but ''he 

taketh the father and the mother of the child, 

• 

and the disciples that were with him, and 
entereth in where the damsel was lying ; and 
he took her by the hand, and said unto her, 
damsel, I say unto thee, arise ; and straightway 
she arose." Such a scene called forth the com- 
passion of Jesus. I know that when the cords of 
affection have been suddenly snapt asunder, and 
the ties broken that bind together the children 
of earth in the bonds of kindred or of liking, I 
know that they cannot at once be forgotten, and 
become as though they had never been. Even 
the voice of compassionate friendship will at first 
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fall dull Upon the ear, and find no echo in the 
heart, and the dignity of sorrow, which is said to 
be its support, seeks for retirement, and cannot 
brook witness or intrusion ; yet after awhile 
will the kind word, and the kind act, effect the 
good work, and win back the wounded spirit to 
tranquillity and content, and the labour of love 
will not be in vain. In the words of St. Paul, 
" I would not have you be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those that are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not even as those that have no hope, for if we be- 
lieve that Jesus died, and rose again, even to them 
also, which sleep in Him, shall God bring with 
him :" they cannot come to us, but we shall go 
to them, '* wherefore comfort one another with 
these words ;" for not of the damsel of Judea 
alone was the Redeemer's blessing spoken, and 
laugh me not to scorn, when I bid you deem of 
those no more — they are not dead but sleeping. 
There are but three recorded instances of 
Christ 'raising the dead, during his ministry on 
earth, and the second is like unto the first, and 
the third like unto the second. I need not tell you 
of the widow's son of Nain ; her only child gone, 
and she desolate and lone, '* her quiver empty, 
her last arrow broken and spent ;" nor of the 
wretched sister's saying unto ^' that friend who 
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8ticketh closer than a brother," — " Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died." 
The same spirit of compassion prevails, the 
like sanction is given, the same feeling shed 
over the social affections, the same example of 
sympathy held forth by the Saviour in each of 
these miracles* The daughter of the ruler, the 
widow's son, and Lazarus coming forth from the 
grave ; tell the same truth, and teach the same 
lesson. 

The nature of our Redeemer's miracles emi- 
nently enforces the practice and upholds the 
benevolent energies of his religion — it is ever 
striving for human happiness — it summons every 
better feeling of man's nature to be up and 
be doing. While evil men and_ evil prin- 
ciples are in motion, and working the works of 
their father, the disciple of Jesus Christ may not 
lie lulled in lethargy, but say even as his Lord, 
** I must work the works of him that sent me." 
It tells the fond seekers after human perfection, 
that here is the path, and the way, the only 
.way, by which they can ever hope, not for its 
attainment, but its approach. Christianity is 
progressive ; as in the heart, so in the world : 
its early spread betokens its future triumph. It 
breathes forth its prayer to the sick, its hope to 

D 
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the dying, — then is its power palpable, none 
who witness it ever forget it. It despises not 
the cradle, it deserts not the grave. It stands 
in the gap between the spirit and the flesh when 
the tempter sifteth ; and often doth it stir in the 
souls of the sinful, and carnal remorse becomes 
Christian repentance. Each follower of Jesus 
Christ must know, that earnest humanity is 
alike a positive duty to his fellow-men, and the 
enjoined service of his Redeemer, who said for 
himself and for all who are his, ^^ I must work 
the works of Him that sent me ;" and who we 
read, ever " went about doing good," for " God 
was with him," and all that he said, and all that 
he did, was for man's happiness— for man's 
redemption. 



SERMON III. 



BAPTISMAL VOWS. 



Acts x, 47. 



Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptizedi 
which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we. 

I WOULD be far from denying, that freedom of 
thought is a very great blessing, or that there 
accrues to the human race therefrom a vast 
preponderance of good ; still must we own, that 
it is not wholly without its evils. Here we can 
'^ only know in part, and see in part," and that 
too, " as in a glass darkly." Men do not differ 
more in the form and fashion of their bodies, 
than in the fabric and mould of their minds ; 
and hence I suppose it is, that in all questions, 
whether as to the principles of the world, or the 
doctrines of religion, whenever the point is not 
necessarily of a fixed nature, from the very same 
premises, from the very same words, they arrive 

d2 



36 BAPTISMAL VOWS. 

at opposite conclusions. The circumstance, 
indeed, of a thing being very plain, and very 
generally admitted, will itself supply the motive 
for some minds to set their ingenuity at work, to 
discover, if possible, a new Toad, however it may 
wind, or however far it may lead them out of 
their way. But this is the love of variety, not 
the love of truth ; and has brought on many an 
earnest and a hard fought conflict of opinion. 
Among the children of men we must not then 
look for one baptism, however we might have 
expected that this vital doctrine of our common 
Master, would have remained unto us, even 
until this day, without gainsay or contra- 
diction. 

On the importance and the power of baptism, 
few Christians, God be thanked, are at variance, 
but chiefly in relation to the manner in which 
the ceremony ought to be performed, and the 
persons to whom it may be administered. 

Now although we should labour to convince 
you, that those who do not think as we do were 
wrong, yet would but an equivocal proof be 
given, that we ourselves were right. Error in 
another man, who difiers from me, however 
loud I may be in decrying it, is no sure warrant 
of my own accuracy or uprightness. Even as 
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with the fallacies of the mindy so also with the 
follies and vices of life. The voice that proclaims 
the strongest abhorrence and the most indignant 
reproach on the fallen and defiled, often seeks to 
infer, mainly, though indirectly, its own righte- 
ousness ; and it is a very easy method of doing 
it, but it savours little of Christian feeling. I 
would not, therefore, dwell upon the errors of 
doctrine, relative to baptism, which crowd the 
annals of Christianity, nor wait to show the 
futility of some which still survive. If proof can 
be given that our own Church is in strict accord- 
ance with the letter and the spirit of Scripture, 
we need not seek out the motives, or state the 
extent to which we conceive others to have gone^ 
in deviating from the word. 

In matters of doctrine, however, it is well 
nigh impossible to avoid collision with the opi- 
nions of others. While, therefore, we are willing 
to yield that respect for the sincerity of other 
men's faith which we look for ourselves, while 
we know that a mild and conciliating spirit 
breathes through the whole of the Gospel, — 
even while feeling and avowing this, yet most 
surely should we let go our Christian integrity, 
and fall far below our duty, did we not also as 
tenaciously remember, that although our relir 
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gion teaches us conciliation, it also every where 
forbids compromise. I am taught to hold out 
the hand of brotherly conciliation even until 
seventy times seven, and I am likewise taught, 
«Ao/. w.,eriog 0, fUnohing. « wiih..«.d L 
openly who trifles with the truths of Christianity* 
This determined decision is, indeed, absolutely 
necessary, else one vital doctrine must be slurred 
over to please one man, another kept back, 
and another forgotten, till the Gospel of God our 
Redeemer would remain little better than a cold 
moral essay. You may continue to split off from 
the staff which is your support, till it becomes 
so weakened that it is wholly useless ; you may 
go on to dilute the salt, till it is vapid and taste- 
less, but if the salt hath lost its savour, where- 
with shall the world be salted. Nor do 1 fear 
that in saying this, I shall be deemed to have 
spoken in any way intolerantly, or to have taken 
too much upon myself, for I put it to any one, 
whether he would not consider me to be acting 
with far greater fidelity to my calling, if I 
plainly declare what I know to be the doctrines 
of my Church, and, from conviction, believe to 
be the truths of Christianity, than if I were to 
leave it as a thing of indifference or of doubt to 
what communion my teaching belonged. 
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I do not, then, go out of my way when I 
point oat my text to those, who placing their 
main trust and faith in one branch of the bap- 
tismal sacrament, reject the other; who, assum- 
ing the inward baptism of the Spirit, which I 
dispute not, affirm that water-baptism is a need- 
less ceremony. I cannot but know, that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit may to them abpear to 
supersede the necessity of water, but to the 
Apostle, the impression was precisely the con- 
trary ; so far from rendering the use of water no 
longer necessary, the receiving the Holy Ghost 
was the assigned reason why water should not 
be withheld. ^^ Can any man forbid water, that 
these should not be baptized, seeing that they 
ham received the Holy Ghost as well as we ?" 
We cannot thei) flgr^ with those whose absorb- 
ing doctrine is the aid and operations of the 
Spirit, since it is cafrried by them to such ex- 
traordinary excess, that I know not where to 
look for its authority or warrant in Scripture. 
Of this, at least, we may rest assured, that carry- 
ing one doctrine too far, can never sanction the 
rejection or neglect of other enjoined ordinances. 
I have made this allusion, however, rather by 
way of taking caution that we do not fall into a 
like error ; it is one to which the human heart is 
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but too prone, lest while we saffer our thoughts 
to cling too devotedly and too fondly on one 
Christian grace or doctrine, we set a light value 
on the rest, and so are drawn away to forget and 
disregard other positive duties. Many and 
marvellous are the errors and differences which 
might be traced to this single source ; the mind 
is so enwrapt and fascinated by one beautiful 
principle^ that it is hurried, thereby, into an ex- 
travagant application of its design and power. 

The explicit words of our Redeemer, — " except 
a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God," render any 
argument uncalled for, as to the institution or 
necessity of baptism. I, therefore, proceed to 
say a little of its nature. 

There is one prevailing principle which seems 
to reign throughout creation. God seems to 
have ordained in all the works of his hand, that 
operations and effects, even the most mighty and 
wonderful, should be wrought out by agency the 
most simple. We observe the same simplicity 
of power in the cause, however grand or however 
complicated the results. Whether we gaze upon 
the lesser light ruling the solemnity of the 
.night, or behold the sun when '^ he layeth the 
beams of his chambers in the waters," or stand 
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upon ** the bounds of the deep which it shall 
not pass, neither turn again to cover the earth," 
we may remember that the same single bond of 
power holds on each and all of these in their 
appointed courses. And the likeness of this 
obtains in the working of man's own mind, 
it is some single and secret motive which influ- 
ences much of his life, and is the spring which 
moves him to action. The various conse- 
quences which have given tone and colouring to 
the character throughout his days, will be found 
threaded to some hidden affection or ambition^ 
inconsiderable, perchance, in itself, yet which 
has been to him even as the guiding compass 
of his voyage. I know no other so strong an 
instance, wherein it hath pleased God to bring 
mighty things to pass by means the most simple, 
than in the spread of the Christian faith. In 
harmony with this awful simplicity, is the sacra- 
ment of baptism : " Whereby we are buried with 
Him by baptism unto death, that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead, by the glory of the 
Father, even we also should walk in newness of 
life." Baptism is called the new birth, the 
being born again, the new creation, wherein the 
creature begotten in sin, and in enmity with 
God, is begotten anew, through Christ, in holi- 
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ness and peace unto salvation. As in the crea- 
tion of the material world, when the Spirit of 
the Godhead moved upon the face of the 
waters, we learn the prominent part which the 
agency of the Spirit took in giving motion and 
life, to the teeming mass, so also doth it seem 
ordained, that in the new creation which takes 
place in baptism, the creature cannot be born 
again unless the Spirit co-operate, and, further, 
if that Spirit be withdrawn, and His aid and 
help abide not, neither returns unto the end of 
life, baptism cannot be effectual unto salvation. 
We may not presume to unravel the mystery of 
the Spirit, whether its power worketh by the 
reason and the conscience. We cannot tell how 
it strengthens the noon-day piety of manhood, 
how it maketh them that be of riper years, to 
bring forth good fruit unto their lives' end, or 
how it hallows the dawn of infancy, or how it 
freshens as it falls upon the brow of childhood, 
" even as the dew upon the flower ^" As well 
might we hope to mark the outline of space, or 
say when eternity began, or when time shall be no 
more. We know not, we cannot know, how the 

Spirit worketh, yet do we know that it is through 
« 

* Coleridge's Aid to Reflection. 
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Him who alike bids the living thing burst from 
the shell of the swallow, itnd breathes the breath 
of life into the cattle on a thousand hills. We 
should humbly bow down before the mystery 
of baptism, as the appointed ordinance of Him 
who rebuked the vanity of such searchings; 
^' the wind," saith the Redeemer, *^ bloweth 
where it listeth, and ye hear the sound thereof, 
but ye cannot tell, whence it cometh, nor whither 
it goeth, 30 is every one that is bom of the 

In relation to the form of baptism, that is, the 
manner in which the water ought to be used, 
much difference of opinion has very generally 
prevailed. Jesus Christ instituted baptism in 
these words, '^ Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world." The Redeemer 
had before stated that His baptism was of water 
and of the Holy Ghost, and we may not add 
thereto nor diminish therefrom; but since no 
positive command has been given of the manner 
in which water ought to be used. Christian cus- 
tom has varied at different times. In hot 
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climates immersion has obtained; with some 
pouring water upon the person, with others 
sprinkling. Each of these seems alike the out- 
ward sign, whereby is indicated the purification 
of the soul from past sins, even as our bodies are 
purified by water. If being immersed under 
water were necessary, in northern latitudes, this 
would go either to forbid the weak and tender 
from being baptized at all, or else endanger life 
itself: a consequence manifestly inconsistent 
with such an institution. With our own Church 
the most simple mode prevails. This, moreover, 
represents that sprinkling ^ of the blood of Jesus 
Christ, to which we owe our salvation, and the use 
of it seems to be foretold by the prophet Isaiah, 
who says of the Saviour, " and he shall sprinkle 
many nations," that is, many shall receive his 
baptism; and again by Ezekiel, ^' then will I 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean;" so likewise was it had in view by St. 
Paul, where he speaks of our having ** our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water." But it is not 
the form of that solemn, though simple ceremony, 
but, the fidelity with which the profession, therein 

^ Vide Tomline's Articles of the Church of England. 
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made, is held sacred, towards which I would 
turn your thoughts ; " with Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
cision, but the new creature." It is not whether 
the water has been sprinkled, or poured upon 
my brow, or whether I have been plunged 
beneath its surface, each may be in accordance 
with the Redeemer's institution^ and Christian 
custom, yet neither one nor all avail. Can 
the sprinkling of water cleanse, if '^ the heart 
be not sprinkled from an evil conscience?" 
Can water poured upon the brow wash away 
sin, if *^the Spirit be not poured out upon us 
from on high ?" Though my body be bathed, 
" if the stream hath not gone over my soul," 
it may be the baptism of form, but it is not 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is not the 
sanctifying element alone that can save, the 
fiat, I repeat, hath fallen from the Redeemer's 
own voice, *^ Except a man be born of water, 
and of the Spirit, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God." 

Objections are also begotten against the 
marking of the cross iii baptism, as a useless 
superstition, but they can only spring from those 
who either totally misunderstand, or wilfully 
misrepresent its real meaning, and our motive 
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for employing this sign. In the earlier ages 
of Christianity, when the cross was a marii for 
derision, and reproach, and shame, the followers 
of him crucified (though persecution was on the 
right hand and on the left, and death before 
them) still in their proud and hcmourable 
humility, did they at all times and in all 
places bear the sign of the cross, as the badge 
of their noblest heraldry. So should we bear 
it, even from our baptism throughout our 
days — not surely as a superstition, but ^^ in 
token that hereafter we shall not be ashamed 
to confess the faith of Christ crucified, and 
manfully to fight under his banner gainst sin, 
the world, and the devil, and to continue 
Christ's faithful soldiers and servants unto our 
lives' end^" 

In reference to the diversity of tenets re- 
specting the persons to be baptized, there are 
some who think, that those of riper years only 
are worthy, while infants are not proper objects 
to be admitted to that sacrament. We conceive 
this to be altogether unscriptural, and to rest 
upon a principle essentially hostile to the fun- 
damental doctrines of Christianity. In baptism 

^ Baptismal Service. 
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we become the adopted children of God by no 
worthiness or claim of our own, — we can have 
none ; but is of God's free gift, and of his gift 
alone : — ^to say, therefore, that one is worthy, 
and another ncd; worthy, is to raise a standard 
of degrees in human merit, and this is what, 
in the natural man, Christianity no where admits 
or recognises. Upon this principle, I scarcely 
know which of the two, the admission or 
rejection hath the strongest savour of presump- 
tion. I trust then that it may be sufficient, in 
the present instance, to let the question rest 
upon the few following arguments, without 
entering at any length into the doctrine of 
infant baptism. 

In the covenant of works, under the dispen- 
sation of the law, circumcision was the pre- 
scribed initiatory rite, whereby admission was 
to be gained into that covenant, and children 
were commanded to be circumcised on the 
eighth day after their birth. To this rite the 
Saviour gave his personal sanction ; but when 
the covenant of faith, supplanted the former 
one of works, and Christ's spiritual kingdom was 
to be reared in the hearts of mankind, then the 
baptism of water and of the Spirit, was substituted 
in the place of circumcision. As therefore it 

12 
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was commanded, that children should be brought 
to the first, so were they also to be brought to 
the second, unless some positive injunction had 
been given to the contrary. Else are we driven 
to the conclusion, that he who came to fulfil 
the law, left it unfulfilled — the type, without its 
antitype — the first step in the covenant of works 
to commence at the earliest period^ as deemed 
of vital necessity : the first step in the covenant 
of faith, to be deferred indefinitely, its observ- 
ance at all, rendered needlessly contingent. If we 
believe in baptismal power, why so long leave the 
creature unaided by its protecting, and reclaim- 
ing influence ? 

Jesus himself said, ^^ Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein." 
Little children then, by the Saviour himself, 
are held up as examples to all who would enter 
into the kingdom of God here on earth, and if we 
become not even as little children, and follow 
their innocency, we shall in nowise be accounted 
as his disciples. They w^o read these words, 
and yet think that infants ought not to be 
received into the number of Christ's flock by 
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baptism, contend, that before we are worthy 
to be baptized, we must imitate those whom 
they hold to be unworthy ; and that we are 
taught by our Redeemer to conform ourselves 
to the models of children, while these little 
models themselves are to be excluded from 
baptism. So that imitated innocency is to be 
the means of gaining access, in those of riper 
years ; yet the same innocency in the original 
infant, must plead in vain. 

The Redeemer did not bid his disciples to 
baptize old or young, but to baptize all ; neither 
does the usage of the apostles in any instance 
contravene this view. But we read that '* with- 
out repentance, there is no remission of sin," 
and hence it may be said, that since infants 
cannot repent, so should they not be baptized : 
but they have not committed sin, whereof they 
should repent. We know that the elements of 
natural corruption and perverseness are brooding 
within, for of every one born into the world, 
must it be said, *' in sin hath thy mother con- 
ceived thee." And we know also that the 
atonement through Jesus Christ, doth away not 
only our actual sins, but likewise our natural 
inborn evil ; but of this none can repent ; natural 
corruption may be felt and striven with, and 

E 
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deplored, but not repented of ; — repentance must 
necessarily be the feeling of an individual for 
that individual's own act — humanity should 
repent of its acts, it cannot of its nature. Since 
then infants are ^' they that have not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression/' 
we consider it foreign to the meaning of re- 
pentance, and therefore unwarrantable, to " for- 
bid water that these should not be baptized." 

But faith is also required in them to be 
baptized, and infants cannot exercise faith — 
true they cannot till they advance in life, nor 
can I see that faith is necessary in them to be 
received into Christ's flock. I confess I think 
it plain enough, that when the Saviour bade 
children be brought to him, he did mean to 
require the exercise of faith, a thing impossible 
before the light of reason dawns. ^^Ifye will 
do his will, ye shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God." We have here the 
principle laid down in the Redeemer's words, 
that practice may precede faith. To do the will 
of God, was the assured means of knowing the 
will of God, and children can be taught to do, 
before they can be taught to think ; their 
sureties, therefore, promise for them, and vow 
to take heed that the seeds of faith shall be 



BAPTISMAL VOWS. 61 

sown as soon as they can be sown ; that as far 
as in them lies, faith shall be made to grow with 
their growth, and strengthen with their strength. 
The Redeemer made his latest command to the 
disciple expressly marked ; not only, ** feed 
my flock," but he repeated, ** feed my lambs ;" 
and I think that the murmur recorded by the 
prophet may be turned to account, in bearing 
upon early baptism, and the guardianship of 
children : — '^ Whom shall he teach knowledge ? 
whom shall he make to understand ? — them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the 
breasts." Since then infants cannot be called 
upon for repentance, seeing that they have 
nothing to repent of — since they cannot exercise 
faith, and '^ God requireth not more than we 
are able to perform." Since circumcision, was 
enjoined upon children when eight days old, 
and baptism is ordained by Christ in its stead, 
who commands that children should be brought 
unto him, and no man can show that his dis- 
ciples or apostles did not obey him. We fling 
from ourselves the responsibility of withholding 
baptism, and ask concerning infants, — *^ Can 
any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized as well as we ?" 

As the destinies of man's life here are in the 

e2 
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hands of God, so do we think, that the destinies 
of the soul rest with God, and God alone. 
Unless the Spirit of God hallows man's nature, 
his carnal affections die not, and that sin which 
ever wars against the soul of man, can only be 
subdued by a higher and holier power, than 
any of earth. Yet when God of his own free 
grace and mercy, hath called his creature into 
a state of redemption, still hath he ordained 
that man himself should struggle against his 
evil passions and restless desires, and strive 
even as though upon his own power alone de- 
pended the mastery ; so then, although God 
hears the prayers of his people, and regenerates 
with his Holy Spirit, and receives for his own 
the baptized child, yet how shall that child 
continue to lead the life of a Christian, if the 
knowledge of his Saviour be withheld? Here 
then surely comes the necessity and strong ex- 
pediency of those who shall guide the child in 
the way that he should go, — how shall the 
child keep a vow which it knows not of? how 
shall it fulfil its early promise, when it has not 
been taught what that promise is ? Oh, well and 
wisely did the Church endeavour to provide for 
the health of the souls of her little ones, when 
in addition to the strong bond of affection in the 
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parent's heart, she ordained a guardianship, that 
the lamb might not stray from the fold. And 
had this provision been conscientiously observed, 
had the Christian feeling continued to perform, 
which at first prescribed this Christian duty, 
then might there have been '^ one faith, one 
Lord, one baptism;" and, let us all at least 
have the honesty to own, that had this surety- 
ship been sacredly and generally discharged, 
then, as the Church designed, every baptized 
child must have been an educated child. 

I know not any other so strong link of regard, 

that could bind the hearts of a people together 

in mutual goodwill, as the reciprocal care and 

protection of each other's offspring. Still do 

the godfather and godmother stand at the 

font, and they plight their word, and vow the 

vow, and pledge themselves solemnly to God ; 

and it were easy to hope, that the word which 

a Christian plights would not be forgotten ; that 

the vow so generally made would be as generally 

kept; the pledge so solemnly given, as solemnly 

redeemed : it were well could we believe this, 

but I do not believe it. I know that often and 

often that sacred obligation is lightly regarded ; 

I fear that the promise is made to God, and 

broken to the child ; the pledge forfeited, the 
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VOW unheeded. I speak not now of those by 
whom this ordinance is religiously observed ; — to 
such assuredly will be the recompence of the 
reward ; responsibility rests not with them, and 
let what will be the after life of the child, they 
cannot fail of reaping the heartfelt satisfaction 
which is ever blended with the consciousness of 
a Christian duty, undertaken from a holy prin- 
ciple, and discharged in uprightness. I would 
pray then of those who either carelessly enter 
upon this duty, or think lightly of its perform- 
ance, to bear with me, while I briefly remind 
them of the relation in which they place them- 
selves towards God, and towards the child. 

Before God ; but it were an insult to the un- 
derstanding of the most heedless of a Christian 
people to say, that if you make a vow unto the 
Lord, you are bound to keep it, for that God will 
require it at your hands. It cannot be necessary 
to show that the vow of the sureties is of their 
own free will, and if purposely slighted, hath 
every mark of a deliberate mockery. We know 
that it is written, * * when thou vowest a vow 
unto God, defer not to pay it : far better were 
it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou 
shouldest vow and not keep it." 

I refrain from all those countless arguments 
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that might be brought forward to show the im- 
portance of the charge which you undertake, 
yet would I not have you forget the strong in- 
fluence which a holy feeling once planted in the 
heart of childhood, for the most part holds over 
the after life. Though for awhile the evil 
affections may shroud the conscience, and the 
soul be hazarded by temptation, yet if ever that 
soul hath been awakened to its danger, then 
may you hope, that i^! surely in vain will the 
snare be set in the sight of any bird;" and 
though the poor: flutterer struggle for awhile, 
and be caged in the thraldom of sin, yet may 
she regain once more her glorious liberty, and 
flee away and be:at rest. It may be that through 
you, the soul shall escape, even as a bird out of 
the snares of the fowler,—- the snare be broken, 
the soul delivered. But if, on the other hand, 
after having brought the child to Christ, and 
having promised in that child's name, that for 
your part he should love and obey God, and yet, 
if you have never taken any means to ensure its 
performance, but have left hin^ the ready victim 
of a tempting world, ignorant of God's word, 
and heedless of God's will ; while the sin which 
you have not sought to check, grow stronger 
and stronger. If his course of life be that of 
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an evil-doer, a thief, or a murderer : — for my own 
part, if ever I reflected, I could not fling from 
me the thought that had I kept my vow, he 
might have been a Christian, and not a cast- 
away. And should the laws, which he has 
broken, send him into a strange land of punish* 
ment, and toil, and sorrow, the words of Scripture 
would fall heavily upon me, which bid me, 
^* weep not for the dead, neither bemoan him, 
but to weep sore for him that goeth away 
captive, for he shall return no more, nor see 
his native country ; but he shall die in the 
land whither they have led him away captive, 
and shall see this land no more." — Should 
he die as the felon, I could not wholly clear 
myself from the oppressive remembrance, that 
through my neglect, '^ a messenger had been 
sent who was not ready." 

If having the love and the mercy of a 
heavenly Father made known, be likely to call 
forth gratitude in a child of earth ; if having 
the knowledge of that name, which is above 
every other name, impressed upon the heart, 
when the heart is most capable of receiving 
and retaining. If upon such nurture God has 
especially promised his blessing, if this be in any 
way the means of leading the soul to its Author, 
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then do I say, by withholding this, a lasting 
cruelty is practised by you towards that child, 
to whom you pledged yourself as a guide and 
guardian. 

Yet would I have you remember, that it is 
a kind and a Christian act to stand before God 
as the father or the mother to a helpless child. 
It is a holy act solemnly to promise as far 
as in you lies, to keep the yet undefiled one 
in its baptized innocency, and vow as you do, 
to warn that child against the seductions of the 
world ; to sow, in the spring of life, while the 
heart is yet young, the tender love of the 
Redeemer, and bid the dawning reason welcome 
the will, and the inarticulate tongue lisp the 
prayer, and hallow the name of a Father which 
is in heaven. Think too of the Saviour's pro- 
nounced blessing, if through you one of his 
little ones hath not perished. 

This subject cannot be too forcibly pressed 
npon our consideration. Little is required, but 
that little is of vital importance. I would, 
therefore, beg of you to urge this duty as you 
shall severally have opportunity : the under- 
taking this charge is a duty to our neighbour, 
the performance of it a duty to our God. 
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THE RELATIVE CONDITIONS OF LIFE. 



Psalm xlix. 2. 
High and low, rich and poor, one with another. 

The bearing and object of this psalm is to re- 
buke, '^ some who put their trust in their goods, 
and boast themselves in the multitude of their 
riches, seeing that no man can deliver thereby, 
either himself or his brother, or make agree- 
ment unto God for him," *^ There is nothing 
lasting, nothing abiding, in man's honour, for 
even though they think that their houses 
shall continue for ever, and that their dwelling 
places shall endure from one generation to 
another, and call the lands, after their own 
names, and their posterity praise their saying, 
yet man shall carry nothing away with him 
when he dieth, neither shall his pomp follow 
him." — Such is the direct teaching : — indirectly 
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the poor man is bidden to gather, content to his 
own lot from beholding^ not the ontward show, 
but the deeper truth of the lot of others, '* to be 
not afraid though one be made rich, or the 
glory of his house be increased/' The sameness 
of human portions, in many vital instances, is 
upheld ; all that dwell in the world are prayed 
to ponder these things, that it is not human 
power that can save, ^^for it cost more to re« 
deem their souls ;" that God alone will redeem 
the souls of ^^ high and low, rich and poor, one 
with another,*' from the power of the grave, for 
** he shall receive them/' 

I am unwilling to be led aside from my im- 
mediate subject even for a moment, but there is 
one verse in this psalm, which I think calls for 
a brief explanation, seeing that its meaning is 
not altogether clear at first sight : it is the four- 
teenth, it saith, — ^^ they shall lie in the hell like 
sheep ; death gnaweth upon them^ and the 
righteous shall have dominion over them in 
the morning;" the word which is here rendered 
" the hell," means " the grave." Thus when we 
say among the articles of our belief, ^ ^ that Jesus 
Christ descended into hell," no Christian for a 
moment entertains the thought that Jesus Christ 
descended into the place of torture and punish- 

12 
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ment^ but simply that he submitted to the 
power of death, and went down into the grave^ 
the unknown place, where the souls of the dead 
are sleeping till the day of judgment. He de- 
scended into hell, that is, he became subject to 
the power of death, that his resurrection might 
prove himself the Lord of life and death. There 
is no word in our language excepting hell, which 
expresses both meanings, namely, the place 
where the souls of the dead remain till the day 
of judgment, and the place of punishment. It 
is therefore necessary to bear in mind, that the 
word hell is in our Scriptures used sometimes in 
one sense, and sometimes in the other. Now if 
we go to the same verse, as rendered in our 
Bibles, we shall see this explanation clear 
enough. We read there, *' like sheep they are 
laid in the grave, death shall feed on them, and 
the upright shall have dominion over them in 
the morning ;" that is, in the dawn of the resur- 
rection, when tKe dead shall be raised, and 
death swallowed up in victory, then shall be the 
triumph of the upright and righteous over the 
wicked, then shall they have dominion over 
them, seeing that if '* they suffer with Christ, 
they shall reign with him." Not only then to 
remove a single difficulty have I gone out of my 
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way, but the rather to show you the great value of 
our being supplied with two translations of the 
Psalms^ the meaning is the same in both, but 
the expressions differ, and therefore frequently 
you will find them of mutual help to each other. 
For instance, in the Prayer Book, I read at the 
last verse of the same psalm, ^' man being in 
honour hath no understanding, but is compared 
unto the beasts that perish ;" — what can a man's 
being in honour have to do with his understand- 
ing? he may, or he may not, have understanding, 
why should he be compared then, more than 
at any other time, to the beasts that perish ? 
But I go to the same verse in the Bible, I read, 
' ' man that is in honour, and understandeth not, 
is like the beasts that perish ;" the meaning is 
then far more plain, for to be high in honour, 
and yet to be void of understanding, assuredly 
deserves the reproach of being like the beasts 
that perish. Further examples would strengthen 
what I have urged, but these alone will perhaps 
lead you to think with me, that a comparison of 
the two translations, as given in the Bible and 
Prayer-book will prove a valuable means of 
explaining either. 

My endeavour will now be addressed towards 
calling to your thoughts such existing truths, 
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as may induce the just estimation of your seve- 
ral conditions. Such is the tenor of the text, such 
the teaching of the Psalm from which it is taken, 
and while we see in how many things the rich 
and poor meet together, we shall not forget that 
the Lord is the Maker of us all. 

The essential principles of Christianity are no 
where so simply, and yet so strongly announced 
as in the sermon of our Redeemer on the Mount. 
From that sermon and our Saviour's parables, 
the main body of Christian doctrine may be de- 
rived ; his life was but the test, by which proof 
was given of its power and truth. I approach 
this holy authority to learn what distinction the 
Redeemer marked between the relative condi- 
tions of the high and low, rich and poor. The 
ministry of Jesus Christ was then openly com- 
menced, when he walked out upon the moun- 
tain and taught. The crowding multitudes that 
thronged round the Redeemer, and drank those 
hallowed tones, heard not the wrath, and the 
vengeance of an offended God, neither the threats 
of fear and trouble. Oh no ! it was the soothing 
sound of love that came upon their hearts, with 
power to seek and to save that which was lost ; 
it was the sweet voice of the Comforter. The 
word went forth in blessing, his earliest utter- 
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ance was, " blessed are the poor in spirit." It 
is important that we fiilly understand upon whom 
this first blessing was pronounced, whether 
then did the Redeemer mean, that the poor 
in spirit, the meek, and lowly of heart, are 
blessed, or did He mean, that certain spiritual 
blessings are peculiarly attendant upon the lot 
of the poor ? Either interpretation may be ga- 
thered from the words, according as they are 
read. Blessed, are the poor in spirit, or blessed 
are the poor, in spirit. In unravelling these 
words, our text will be intimately considered, 
and worked out. I bring before you first that 
explanation, which has all the weight and au* 
thority of our commentators and expounders. 
They say, that the blessing is upon the poor in 
spirit, the lowly, and humble- minded, that they 
are fitted to enter into the kingdom of heaven 
here. By such the Gospel is felt, to such 
belong the blessing. Christ, in the very out- 
set of his instructions, marks at once the pecu- 
liar temper, spirit, and character of his religion, 
as directly opposed to the high bearing and 
proud spirit of the world. That such is the 
great principle of Christianity, none can ques- 
tion or doubt. Till a man can perform the dif- 
ficult task of bending his stubborn heart, and 
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bow down his carnal pride, and relinquish the 
lofty pretensions of the natural man, he cannot 
justly be said to have that lowly mind^ which is 
exemplified in his Master, or to be imbued with 
the spirit of a genuine Christian disposition. 
All that I am about to contend for is, that a dif- 
ferent interpretation may be given of this pas- 
sage, and many reasons adduced, why the 
blessing should belong to the poor. 

The Redeemer himself declared, that He 
came to preach the Gospel to the poor : and in 
pronouncing his first blessing upon them, he 
embraced the great mass of mankind ; declar- 
ing that though the lot of the poor, on earth, 
was a hard lot, yet it was not without certain 
spiritual advantages and blessings. 

Now it is clear that our Saviour's sermon was 
a summary of the main principles of Christianity, 
it was short in its manner of expression, it was 
marked by the enjoined precepts of one having 
authority, not by £he argunients of the reasoner. 
To instruct by simple commands, and plain rules, 
was his manifest object. Why then, if his first 
blessing was upon the poor in spirit, the lowly- 
minded, should his third blessing, be the same 
in other words : '' Blessed are the meek." If then 
conciseness and brevity in his address, was our 
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Redeemer's plain, and evident object, I can see 
no reason, why he should say again what he had 
just said before. But if we consider that he pro- 
nounced his first blessing upon the poor, in their 
spiritual condition, then his third blessing upon 
the meek, is at once in keeping with the aim 
and object manifest throughout his discourse. 
But what makes me think that the interpreta- 
tion I offer is the right one, at least fully war- 
ranted, is this: — when I turn to the sixth chapter 
of St. Luke, where these blessings are also 
written, I perceive that the words stand singly, 
** blessed are the poor;" nothing is said about 
the poor in spirit, the words in spirit are not 
there. St. Luke then evidently understood the 
blessing as pronounced upon the poor. Further, 
it is evidently clear, that the relative conditions 
of rich and poor were under consideration, for 
after the declaration of blessing upon the poor, 
the opposite is brought out, and we find just 
below, ** woe unto you that are rich." How- 
ever much, therefore, I may feel disposed to re- 
verence the authority of received exposition, 
I cannot divest myself of the conviction, that 
Christ's first blessing was upon the poor : and that 
certain spiritual blessings, belonged to the con- 
dition of the poor, which did not belong to the 
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condition of the rich. If then we take the re- 
ceived explanation that the poor in spirit, the 
meek, and lowly, are those upon whom the first 
blessing was pronounced, whether we be high, 
or whether we be low, we learn what disposition 
becomes a Christian, and that in cultivating 
such we are earning the blessing. If we think 
that Christ blessed the poor, declaring that their 
lot had spiritual advantages over the rich, surely 
the great body of mankind may find a source of 
content, seeing that the hardness of their earthly 
condition, is balanced by its heavenward ten- 
dency. 

The blessing, however, is pronounced upon the 
condition of the poor, and the woe, upon the con- 
dition of the rich. Let us not for a moment deem 
that a man is condemned, because he is rich, or 
blessed because he is poor. We trust to be able 
to show that the Redeemer's award sprang from 
his clear insight into the human heart : and so 
confirm the words of the disciple that " He knew 
what was in man." 

In relation to the rich we read, ** woe unto 
them that are rich," and ^' that it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
If we take the first, and apparent intention 
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of these words, they undoubtedly carry with 
them a harsh sentence, the more especially harsh, 
since riches are, for the most part, the rewards 
of industry, and industry is a Christian duty. 
Could then the Redeemer pronounce a woe 
upon them that are rich, simply because they 
are rich ? Assuredly no. If we go to St. Mark, 
we shall learn the value of comparing one Gos- 
pel with another, for there we find the difficulty 
at once solved : we there learn the Redeemer's 
meaning, in his own explanation. When ''Jesus 
answereth again, and saith unto them^ children, 
how hard is it for them that trust in riches to 
enter into the kingdom of God." It was not 
then because they had riches, but because they 
placed their trust in them ; if we follow this up 
a little further, we shall gather from his own 
teaching, that such alone was the design of the 
Saviour's words. 

Christ explained the case of the rich and poor, 
in his parable of Lazarus ; it was not because 
the one was rich, that he was tormented after he 
died, and the other, because he was poor, was 
comforted. It was because the rich man had 
suffered the deceitfulness of riches to blind him, 
and to render him unfruitful and worthless. He 
had placed his trust in his wealth, and not in 
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the law, or the prophets of God. He had been 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
sumptuously every day. — It was not that ; but he 
had plainly abused his wealth ; self-indulgence 
had choked the charities of life ; and Lazarus 
was suffered to be laid at his gate, full of sores, 
and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from his table. It does not say that he did 
feed him even with his crumbs, but that Lazarus 
was laid there, desiring to be fed : he did not heal 
his sores, but left him to the dogs ; and there- 
fore did the Redeemer say, ^^ woe unto them 
that are rich ;" therefore did he teach, how his 
words should be realized upon them who trust 
in riches. 

But be it not fo.i^otten, that though the con- 
dition of the rich is taught to be one of greater 
difficulty and deeper responsibility, yet have 
they their many and peculiar advantages. They 
know, or ought to know, the truth of God ; they 
have had a better teaching, and therefore can 
more clearly distinguish right from wrong. They 
have the power, if they have the will, of doing 
good; the broad field of opportunity is ever 
before them : they are conspicuous, and on 
high, therefore their example tells ; they have 
a higher charge, and be it remembered, in the 
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parable they who had most, did best employ it. 
If as they have received the greater number of 
talents, they have made the most of them ; if 
so long as these remain entrusted to their use, 
they have gone, and traded with them, and 
occupied them to a good purpose ; when their 
Master reckoneth with them, then shall they be 
rewarded, according as they have used his gifts. 
The greater the service, the greater the reward. 
Even he who had but one was forbidden to be 
afraid — and to hide his talent ; yet he became 
a wicked 'and slothful servant, and murmured 
that his Lord was hard — and sought to reap 
where he had not sown — and to gather where 
he had not strawed. Each and all, one with 
another, have their several allotted duties and 
difficulties, and likewise their advantages, and 
whether we be high or low, or rich or poor, it 
is the unprofitable servant alone that is cast out 
into darkness and weeping. 

We have said also that Christ blessed the 
condition of the poor, seeing that advantages 
belonged to them, which did not belong to the 
rich, and in going a little deeper into man's 
nature, we may be led the more to feel, and own 
the truth of his saying. Now if it be true that 
the natural dictates and dispositions of the 
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hQman heart are one with another very much 
the same ; and if it be true, that whenever the 
power to do, is coupled with the will to do, the 
act doth of a certainty follow ; then surely, when 
wealth yields the power, and buys opportunity, 
and fans the appetites of the carnal will, sin is 
committed. Wealth wooeth self-indulgence, it 
pampers the fleshly lusts, till they run riot and 
war against the soul ; it is almost too simple a 
conclusion to seek, whether he who hath the 
means of unrighteousness, or he who hath not, is 
most likely to do the works of unrighteousness. 
After that a man has been schooled in the world, 
and undergone the discipline, and gathered the 
experience of life, then, perhaps the seductive 
influence of wealth may not be felt. But if riches 
come suddenly, and upon the young, when the 
passions are eager and the blood is still hot, or 
ever the pride of life has yet known check or 
humiliation, then the inward will, and the out- 
ward power meet together, and the soul is 
hazarded. Hard is the struggle, and difficult 
is the denial ; it is no self-denial, not to trans- 
gress when transgression is not within reach ; 
the triumph of Christianity shines out, when 
we subdue the will of our hearts, at the same 
time possessing the outward means of its fulfil- 
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ment. If then these strong corruptions are 
withheld from the condition of the poor, and the 
difficulties are peculiarly fastened on the rich 
— seeing that they are also supplied with the 
means of overcoming them : — the Redeemer's 
pronounced woe, and blessing, were words from 
which the high and the rich and poor may 
gather both warning and comfort. 

Man brought upon his race the doom, ^^ in 
the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread ;" 
it is also written, ** if any work not, neither 
should he eat," since then labour in one way 
or other is the ordained lot of the great majority 
of mankind, let us, in conclusion, see whether 
even the hardest toil is not accompanied by its 
peculiar blessing, and how much the Maker of 
us all, hath done to lessen the evils, and alleviate 
the conditions of man. 

Be our duties what they may, the discharge 
of them ever brings satisfaction. Because per- 
chance a man can be idle, still is the question 
to be put, whether he ought to be ; and God 
hath ordered that happiness should be the result, 
and companion of occupation — that occupation 
should lead us from the ways of wickedness, 
while idleness ever breeds discontent, and leads 
us straight in the paths of evil Moreover, 
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there is that noble feeling of independence, 
never felt but by him who deserves it, spring- 
ing up, and awakening, a manly, and healthy 
pride, in every one, whether high or low, who 
feels his own worth, in that he neither asks, 
nor wants the aid of others. 

And then there may be, too, the heartfelt 
pleasure that he is carrying home the chil- 
dren's bread, or perhaps the staff of Ufe to 
a worn out father or mother, who fed him 
when he was as yet even more helpless 
than they. And if he lingers not on his way, 
nor himself dries up the source from whence 
should flow these blessings of his hearth and 
home, then he reaps the glad harvest of his 
industry, the more glad in that it is of his own 
sowing. He will prize this more dearly, if 
he thinks how he may mar and ruffle the sweet 
tranquillity of his homestead, if when he hath 
tarried long at the drink, and reason is drowned 
in the cup, and he reeleth home in folly, or in 
fierceness, and scareth his little ones, and the 
kiss of welcome is pushed aside with a curse, and 
fear inhabits the dwelling of love. When for the 
word of a father's knowledge, or the teaching 
of a father's experience, or the blessing of a 
father's affection, is heard, the idiot gabble of 
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unmeaning wrath, or of whining foolishness; 
the natural feelings of childhood, are then most 
painfully distorted; they would fain love and 
reverence the parent ; — they are afraid to love 
him then, or shall their reverence for him lead 
them even to tread in his staggering steps. 
Well might the wise king ask, * * Who hath woe ? 
who hath sorrow ? who hath contentions ? who 
hath babbling ? who hath wounds without cause ? 
who hath redness of eyes ?" *' They that tarry long 
at the wine, they that go to seek mixed drink." 
*'They have stricken me, saith the drunkard, 
and I was not sick ; they have beaten me, and I 
knew it not : when shall I awake ? I will seek 
it yet again." If the head of the family be 
thus sick, most surely will the whole heart be 
faint, and every member be ihade to suffer ; 
and if the wages of industry be thus abused, 
the blessed links which would bind a man to 
contentment and happiness are broken. 

And it is most true, that health also is the 
ordained consequence of labour, and though 
a man ^' rise early, and late take rest, and eat 
the bread of carefulness, yet so God giveth 
his beloved sleep :" and it is written, ** the 
sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he 
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eat little or much, but the abundance of the 
rich will not suffer him to sleep." 

We may, indeed, envy the lot of others, who 
are higher and richer than we are, and from 
knowing every thing of our own condition, we 
may fancy them happier, but we scarce notice 
our own goods ; we ever remember our own 
evils ; of the real happiness of others, we can 
know but little ; we form our opinions of them 
from an outward and * shallow view. It is the 
prevailing disposition of human nature to hide 
many of its deepest sorrows in secret, and con- 
ceal its privations, while it makes a fair show of 
happiness in the eye of the world ; spring from 
what feeling this may, it leads us to a wrong 
judgment. We shall thus estimate the lot of 
others too highly, while we undervalue our own. 

The tendency of wealth is to engender the 
love of life, and to fix the thoughts upon the 
things of the earth ; the condition of the poor 
leads him from the world. It is true that we 
cannot love God and Mammon ; we cannot 
devote our hearts, one half to the service 
of the world, the other to the service of 
heaven, and yet hope to serve both duly and 
equally. A man may serve two masters, when 
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their orders are the same, but when their aims 
and principles are directly opposed, when every 
step he takes in the service of the one, crosses 
the path, and thwarts the interests of the other, 
he must of necessity **hate the one, and love 
the other." By the service of the world we 
mean not the ordained occupations, and en- 
joined duties of life, a man knows himself 
whether he is '^ using this life as not abusing 
it." While the service of the creature is for 
good, so long it is the service of the Creator, but 
when the creature would have us do, and the 
Creator would have us not to do, then is the 
Christian's principle called into action ; then 
must the servant of Christ, wjjether high or low, 
remember that he cannot have two masters : 
he that is not with Him, is accounted against 
Him. Choose ye then, brethren, at that time 
whom ye will serve. But if ye have chosen 
Christ for your Lord and Master, then even as 
the services of the world, shall one after the 
other weary you ; so shall your affections be 
won over to your God ; as these are gradually 
weaned from the things of the earth, so shall 
they wrap themselves around the Redeemer. 
If they are fixing or fixed upon him, the last 
breath you heave will not be a sigh for this world ; 
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the love of life we think will have grown cold, 
and the regret for all you are leaving, will cease 
from vainly troubling you. You will have sought 
your shelter under the shadow of Him that hath 
healing on his wings, and as you have walked 
in the light of the Sun of Righteousness, so the 
labours of your day then over, will you go hence 
with the holy calm of evening, to rise with the 
glories of His dawn. 



SERMON V. 



HUMAN EXCUSES. 



Luke xiv. 18. 

And they all with one consent began to make excuse. 

I PRESUME that the parable, of which these 
words form a part, is familiar to every one of us. 
Before I attempt, however, to derive any les- 
sons of instruction from it, I shall bring to your 
consideration the words of the parable, and the 
common bearing, and application of its mean- 
ing. ^^ A certain man made a great supper, 
and bade many, and sent his servant at supper- 
time to say to them that were bidden, Come, 
for all things are now ready, and they all, with 
one consent, began to make excuse, — the first 
said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, 
and I must needs go and see it : I pray thee 
have me excused. And another said, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
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them, T pray thee have me excused. And ano- 
ther said, I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come. So that servant came and showed 
his Lord these things. Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant. Go oat 
quickly into the streets and the lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, 
and the halt, and the blind. And the servant 
said. Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. And the Lord said unto 
the servant, go out into the highways, and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled, for I say unto you, that 
none of those men which were bidden, shall 
taste of my supper." 

The kingdom of God, as revealed under the 
dispensation of the Gospel, supporting the weak- 
nesses, and supplying the wants of the human 
soul, gradually working out man's best happi- 
ness here, and granting all that he ought to ask, 
or desire, is more than once compared by our 
Lord to a gracious and bountiful feast. In the 
present instance, the first bidding declares all 
the previous invitations, and warnings of the 
coming Redeemer, by which the types, and 
signs of the law, and the voice of the prophets, 
sounded the note of preparation to the Jewish 
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people, and bade many to expect and welcome 
Him, and his religion. The excuses sent for 
their absence, are those prejudices, and passions, 
and worldly interests, which not only held back 
the Jews from coming into the kingdom of the 
faithful, but disposed them to treat every eflPort 
to win them over, with unrelaxing obstinacy, 
and inveterate opposition. The guests brought 
in from abroad to supply their places, are the 
Gentile world, to whom (after that the Jews had 
rejected it) the offer of grace and salvation was 
made. And when the Lord was angry, and 
declared that none to whom mercy had been 
offered, and who had rejected mercy, that none 
of those men should taste of his supper, for in 
that they had slighted the appointed means, for 
bringing them in, there remained none other 
whereby they could be numbered among his 
guests ; then I think, was shown, that they were 
delivered over to a reprobate mind in their 
own strong delusion. 

In reviewing the nature of the several excuses, 
which were made, we cannot fail of perceiving, 
that by men predisposed to treat lightly the 
will of God, whenever it chanced to cross the 
direction of their own pursuits, any excuse 
whatever was deemed of sufficient weight to 
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neglect the message of the Lord ; and so whether 
it was their land, or their cattle, or their wife, 
or what not, each and all alike they thought, 
^' had them excused." It is well if the servant 
to whom the message is entrusted, deliver it 
faithfully, and can say, Lord, it is done, as thou 
hast commanded ; and when the Lord bid the 
servant ^^ compel them to come in," he seems 
to have given warrant, and sanction to every 
effort and endeavour, however earnest or impor- 
tunate to bring those to him who were straying 
on the highways, or loitering by the hedges. 
Such earnestness should never be received 
with suspicion or contempt by those towards 
whom it may be exercised ; since it was an 
enjoined duty on the servant, and one that 
tended to increase their happiness, and bring 
them to the knowledge and salvation of their 
Redeemer. 

Now it is very possible for men " not to make 
excuse," but to come to the sanctuary of the 
Lord, and yet to partake little of the spiritual food 
provided. To be present during the worship of 
God, and yet not to join in the chorus of praise, 
shows that little interest is really felt, that the 
body alone is present, while the thoughts of the 
soul are away and wandering, amid the cares or 
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the pleasures of life, the mind calculatiBg ks 
interests, and the probable issues of its plans, 
and the fancy sporting, with the hope of some 
future delight. Thus too often the fervour of 
prayer grows cold, and the incease of praise 
having lost its sweet odour, reaches not the 
throne of grace. But when the thoughts of the 
mind are fixed upon God, and God alone, and 
the feelings of the heart glow with this love, and 
prayer is poured forth in sincerity and earnest* 
ness, and his name is hallowed, and felt to be 
hallowed, then is your worship a reasonable 
sacrifice, then are your praises and the offerings 
of your soul holy, and acceptable to the Lord. 
It is from such service alone, that you will 
leave the sanctuary of God with holier spirits, 
with your confidence renewed, and your faith 
strengthened, by the spiritual food of which you 
have then been indeed partakers. I know that 
it is dijBicult to command and control the ever- 
flitting thoughts, and the darkness of doubt doth 
sometimes overshadow the understanding, and 
that both strength of mind,. and humility of soul, 
are needful to worship in spirit and in truth. 
I bid you ever to bear in remembrance this 
fatal human weakness, as one against which our 
Saviour gave especial warning even to his chosen 
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disciples ; for he knowing what was in man, and 
having a feeling for our infirmities, left us not 
unwarned, or untaught of the necessity of con- 
stant watchfulness in our prayers : '^ watch and 
pray," saith he, lest ye enter into temptation. 

I fear we cannot turn to the assigned excuses 
of the parable, and say that none of these lead 
us away from attending to the service of our 
Master. Are there none who are occupied with 
their piece of ground, and are gone to see it ; are 
there none who, having bought five yoke of oxen, 
are in thought gone to prove them ; are there none, 
who when the servant is bringing the message, 
even when that gracious message is being deli- 
vered, even while many are being bidden, leave 
themselves wholly without excuse, not as those 
who cannot come, but as men who will not 
come. 

And surely none can read, at least none can 
linger in thought upon this parable, without the 
question rising up within them, how far they 
have themselves accepted the merciful invitation 
of the Redeemer, to come unto him. They 
themselves best know whether they have in 
holiness and in gratitude welcomed the kingdom 
of God in their hiearts, or whether they have 
rejected his mercy and scorned his compassion. 
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I would not only deliver my message, which bids 
many, but I would also speak a word of the re- 
sponsibility which is incurred by a final neglect of 
God's offer of redemption, seeing that he doth 
not hold them excused, who despise his loving- 
kindness. 

There is the natural depravity of the human 
heart, which if a man thinks he possesses not, 
I tell him, that he is carrying about a secret foe 
within the walls of his stronghold, which will 
deliver him over a captive on the first assault. I 
tell him, that it will lead him to £brm a prejudiced 
judgment of Cjod's truth ; that it will so pervert 
and blind his reason, as to destroy in his sight the 
spiritual distinctions of good and evil . I tell him 
that his conscience will be hushed, and all those 
b^ter feelings deadened, which God has planted 
'in the bosom of all living, as agents and witnesses 
for himself, to the end that mankind might be 
wholly without excuse ; inasmuch that they turn 
not from God entirely, till those better feelings 
are wilfully torn up, root and branch ; and habits, 
the continued habits of evil ways, have withered 
the wonted throbs of the inner man, so that the 
conscience whispers, and upbraids no more ^ — ' 

' For the full and powerful development of this argument, 
I beg to refer to Chalmers* Bridgewater Treatise. 
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It is thus he becomes a hater of God, and a 
final rejecter of that religion, which God has 
sent to bring his creatures back to the image 
and the likeness of their Creator, And so 
through life he stands destitute of all that is 
spiritually discerned, unwarned, and unaided in 
the hour of temptation. As he has robbed his 
soul of the guide which his God bestows upon 
him, so also is he without any fixed end or ob- 
ject towards which he may direct the course of 
his earthly pilgrimage. He believes there is no 
haven wherein, after this life, he may find rest 
when his voyage is o'er, but is content to be 
driven by the tempest, and tossed by the storms 
of passion, a moral wreck on the waves of this 
troublesome world . Notwithstanding that he may 
reject God's offer, and deny God himself, and a 
futurity, or that he hath a soul, which shall sur- 
vive for ever; — doubt that he may himself be the 
liar and God true, will. at times arise in terror 
upon his thoughts, and distract him with rest- 
less fears. Though he may overpower for a 
season these workings of the inner man by the 
excitement of the senses, and stifle their voice 
in the whirl of riot and carnal indulgence, yet 
when the conscience awakens (and it doth not 
always sleep) will they recoil upon him, with a 
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tenfold power. They will break up every security 
wherein he had fancied he had fortified his 
spirit, and make him feel, though he will not 
own, ** that there is no peace to the wicked, as 
saith our God ;" and the best hope he hath, is 
that the death of the body may prove also to 
him the death of the soul. And he may foster 
and cherish this fatal hope till he deems that 
he believes it will be even so; whereas he 
cannot believe this, he can only question the 
truth of its immortality, and remain in that 
state of doubt, which, while it withholds him 
from all that is high and holy in his nature, 
leaves him to discord within, and the un- 
satisfied and unsettled condition of an aban- 
doned spirit. 

Thus his corrupt nature will also shut his 
heart against the countless tokens of design, 
which God has impressed upon all creation, as 
the natural evidences of himself. Thus in the 
language of Scripture, '* for the invisible things 
of him, from the creation of the worid, are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things that 
are made," and show what is his power and 
Godhead, so that they '' are without excuse,;" 
for though himself unseen, '* nevertheless he 
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hath not left himself without witness, in that 
he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, 
and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food 
and gladness. And therein, hath he made it 
manifest that he is the Creator, and the pre- 
server of us, and of all things ; and as he is 
the author and giver of all the good which we 
enjoy, and all the bounties wherewith we are 
blessed : so surely is he the only proper object 
of our adoration and our worship, and that we 
should be led thereunto, not solely to serve 
the creature, but with willing hearts, and 
grateful souls turn to the service of the Creator, 
And in calling to your minds, that you will 
have to answer before God, according as you 
have accepted or rejected his offer of salvation ; 
I might go on to argue, and fairly to argue, 
that since all that is around us, and all that 
we are, tells us of a designing God, who careth 
for his creatures, so would it be most unreason- 
able to suppose that such a being would leave 
us utterly ignorant of his will. Is it likely that 
he would do nothing to root out the corruption 
of our hearts, that he would devise no plan 
for recalling his wanderers home, make no 
effort to win back the alienated affections of 
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his children? — it were inconsistent with all 
that nature testifies of God — it were in de- 
fiance of every bounty, every blessing, every 
enjoyment. But, I say not, that our res- 
ponsibility rests upon such reasoning. To us 
God's plan of redemption hath been revealed : 
the kingdom of God hath long before our day 
been working in the hearts of the nations. 
When the world had been prepared, and all 
things were ready, the offer of salvation was 
n^ade to man, and God himself strove to recover 
that which was lost. In the words of St 
Paul, '* All things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ," and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation, 
to wit : that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world to himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them, and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now, then," continues 
the Apostle, * ' we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us, we 
pray you in Christ's steady be ye reconciled to 
God." And our message is this, that God is 
willing to forgive, and that he waiteth to be 
gracious, and gives to us all time to avail our- 
selves of his mercy — opportunity again and 
again recurring, of coming to him; he con- 
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tihues us here on earth, that we may not^finally 
throw aside his proffer ; and if the message of 
his servants fail to bring man to him^ there is 
his word; which meets all their spiritual wants, 
and answers all the cravings of the human 
soul. There is all that mighty power of 
evidence, unbroken in all its links, and un- 
equalled in its strength, which men may slight 
when they cannot disprove ; but in which no 
depth of human intellect or research could ever 
detect a flaw, or convict of unsoundness. It 
stands proudly unconquered, and unconquer- 
able, and impeaches the unchristian man, as 
a shallow or a perverse reasoner ; and telleth 
all, of the responsibility which they incur by 
the neglect, or the rejection, of the kingdom 
of God ; and leaves us most surely without 
excuse. 

I return once more to the words of the 
parable, and I read, that he sent his servant 
at supper time to say to them that were bid- 
den, ^'Come, for all things are now ready," 
and I am struck forcibly by the likeness which 
I see between this, and when the servant in the 
name of his Master, bids a Christian people 
come unto the supper of the body, an^J the 
blood of Christ, and receive the spiritual food 
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and 'Sustenance of that holy sacrament, whereby 
they obtain . remission of their sins, and are 
made partakers of the kingdom of heaven. And 
though aware of the benefits we receive thereby, 
men sometimes make excnse, and hesitate to 
draw near to the table of the Lord. Alike 
forgetting that it was his • express command, 
his last dying request, and the means which, 
of all others, he deemed the best, for keeping 
alive the remembrance of his cross and passion ; 
and Gcdling men to repent them of their sins^ 
and to the leading a Christian life. I cannot 
fully enter upon the excuses with which men 
are wont to satisfy themselves ; or touch upon 
the obstacles which are stumbling-blocks in 
their path; and the probable reasons, which 
withhold them from the communion of the 
sacrament ; but I . only know, that the parable 
tells me, that no excuse was received by God ; 
£md that what men may deem valid and suffi- 
cient, was by him deemed vain, and frivolous. 

There is one feeling, however, which some- 
times holds men back from the table of the 
Lord, and sometimes stands between them, and 
their accepting the o£Per which God makes 
of redemption to all ; I mean the conscious- 
ness of our own unworthiness, which forbids 
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US to turn unto the Lord our God, and thu8 
makes us hopeless* If we suffer, it to deter 
us from those means which he has appointed 
for the renewing of our souls, it must ever keep 
us hdpiless ; it savours of humility, and though 
a mistaken notion, may lead us to gratitude 
^nd to gladness rather than to despair ; — ^it is 
grounded on i^oraince of God's message. Be- 
cause hitherto we have not thought of God (wr 
the soul ; because up to this hour we have been 
but in name Christians, because the conscious^ 
ness of lihe life we are leading hath hitherto kept 
us alike from the table of the Lord, and sincere 
faith in his promises ; think not because we are 
thus worthless, that we need remain so; think 
not because we have so long rejected God's 
gracious invitation that it is too late to turn 
unto him. Herein is the wide distinction between 
the creature and the Creator ; his thoughts are 
not our thoughts, nor his ways our ways. 
In the. world, if a man hath fed with the glutton, 
or drank with the wine-bibber, and clothed him- 
self with sensuality, and then after that would 
fain turn away from the wickedness that be 
hath committed, he will become the scoff of his 
fellows, and be laughed at as the fool, or the 
hypocrite. Again, in the world, if a man hath 



HUMAN EX0U8BS. 91 

taken up ^th certain principles, and by his 
acts or his advocacy hath become an avowed 
and a pledged partisan, be cannot then shrink 
back from his former self, save with his fair name 
tarnished, and the charge of falsehood cankering 
his honour, and his repute ; those whose princi*- 
ples he hath foresworn, even though it be 
from conviction, will despise him ; those whose 
tenets he has embraced will suspect him; 
henceforth he will be used but never trusted. 
It is thus with man ; it is not so with God. God 
knows when he makes the free offer of his grace 
and forgiveness to you, as he freely doth, he 
knows that you have " walked in the way of 
the sinner, that you have sat in the seat of the 
scornful ;" that what your eyes desired, you kept 
not from them, neither withheld your heart from 
any joy ; and all that your conscience confesses, 
your God knows. Yet doth he make you the 
free offer of forgiveness — free I say, and uncon- 
ditional for the past, for the future he demands 
repentance ; for without repentance there is no 
remission of sin, repentance whereby you forsake 
sin, and the stedfast purpose of leading a new 
life ; and thus I close in the words of Scripture. — 
They who accept this offer are ** justified freely 
by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
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Jesus Christy whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God ; 
to declare at this time his righteousness, that 
he might be just, and the justifierof him that 
believeth in Jesus. 



SERMON VI. 



GOD THE SAVIOUR. 



Psalm cvi. 21* 

And they forgat God their Saviour, who had done so great 

things in Egypt. 

There. is a great strength of doctrine contained 
in these words. In this, and the preceding 
Psalm, David had exhorted the people to re- 
member the marvellous works that God had 
done, his wonders, and the judgments of. his 
mouth. How God had promised to their fore- 
fathers, saying, " I will give the land of 
Canaan, the lot of your inheritance ; when they 
were but a few, and they strangers in the land ; 
what time they went from one nation to another, 
from one kingdom to another people ; he suf- 
fered no man to do them wrong, but reproved 
even kings for their sakes; touch not mine 
anointed, and do my prophets no harm. And 
he increased his people exceedingly, and made 
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them stronger than their enemies. Then sent 
he Moses his servant, and Aaron, whom he had 
chosen; and showed his tokens among them, 
and his wonders in the land of Ham. He sent 
darkness, and it was dark; he turned their 
waters into blood ; he sent his plagues among 
them, and smote their first-born. He brought 
his people forth also with silver and gold," (the 
spoil which they asked, and the Egyptians gave 
them.) *^ For Egypt was glad at their departing, 
for they were afraid of them; and he filled 
them with the bread of heaven. He opened 
the rock of stone, the waters flowed out : And 
they did all eat the same spiritual meat, and 
did all drink the same spiritual drink ; for they 
drank of that spiritual Rock which followed 
them, and that rock was Christ. And God 
brought forth his people with joy, and his chosen 
with gladness. For why? he remembered his 
promise; but they forgat God their Saviour, 
who had done so great things in Egypt." 

The doctrine, then, to which our text so 
plainly points, and which is also taught openly, 
or implied clearly, by all the prophets, and the 
apostles, throughout Scripture, is, that God 
who created all things, both in heaven and 
earth — God, who at sundry times, and in divers 
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manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, who in these last days hath spoken 
nnto us by his Son, upholding all things by the 
power of his word ; the same who foretold the 
miracle that the blind should see, and the lame 
walk, and the leper be cleansed, the deaf hear, 
and the dead arise, was the same who per- 
formed the miracle. By God alone could these 
miracles be foreknown, by God alone could they 
be wrought — that God was Christ. 

This doctrine may be difficult, but it is all-im* 
portant, and pervades all Scripture. The mystery 
of the Godhead is beyond the reach of human 
reason : the mind of man cannot grasp it ! How 
the powers of the Godhead are blended and 
identified we know not ! The attempt to render 
plain that which is confessedly a mystery, were 
but utter vanity ; we know, however, all that is 
needful that we should know, and although we 
cannot fully comprehend every attendant diffi- 
culty, yet, if it be plainly declared in Scripture, 
if its motive and object be manifestly of mercy, 
and of love— if the scheme of redemption, even 
in our limited view, evidently proclaims the 
necessity of it, then are we bound to believe that 
it is true. 

The principle, then, which flows from the 
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words of my text, is, that the power by whom 
was wrought so great things in Egypt ; the 
power by whom the prophets spake, the power 
by whom the Word became man, by whom the 
miracle was performed, and by whom the Word 
is still operating, and the Holy Spirit working, is 
God, and God is Christ. 

To go fully into this doctrine at one time is 
impossible. To gather conviction oneself is a felt 
and a fixed thing ; the hope to work conviction, 
or strengthen belief, in others, is even like all 
hope, an unknown, and an indefinite thing. 
Upon such a question, then, the mind doth not 
dare to think it can ever have said enough. I 
seek, therefore, every allowance while I endea- 
vour to show you that God is our Saviour. 

It is not my present design to urge upon you 
a prolonged succession of arguments, or to dwell 
upon their weight and sanction. I think that a 
more lasting faith is engendered by those feel- 
ings of the heart which harmonize with the 
truths of the Gospel. When the conscience 
whispers, and the Gospel proclaims ; when the 
word commands, and the recesses of the heart 
respond ; when the word accuses, and the inner 
man confesses ; when the word paints the natu- 
ral man, and the natural man owns the like- 
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ness ; when the word tells of man's high 
destiny, and man feels that verily there is a 
spirit within him ahove his fleshly dwelling ; 
when the word promises the life immortal, and 
the soul of man yearns for it : then man for a 
while forgets his carnal , and muses on his spi- 
ritual being. I think that then a holier faith is 
awakened, and man will then begin to move on 
his godward journey, when no train of reason- 
ing could have convinced, no strength of evi- 
dence have converted him. And, though I 
think where the spirit of the word has found no 
kindred spirit, where the Word Himself hath 
failed to prove his birthright, as begotten of 
God, that there all reasoning will be powerless, 
all evidence unavailing. Yet still doth the 
apostle bid the Christian to be able to give 
** a reason for the hope that is in him," and 
I therefore remind you of the doctrine, that God 
was in Christ : and it is in him, and in his word, 
that I bid you *' seek, and ye shall find." The 
words of the Redeemer speak to the heart, and 
even, although it may be that you feel like the 
disciple, '' Lord, I believe ; help thou mine un- 
belief;" yet, if you cherish the little you have, 
fear not but that God will help the weak-hearted. 
Think of those scanty gleanings which the 

H 
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mother seeks and finds scattered over the 
stubble, so few at first, that it may be she win- 
nows all in her apron, and then sows her little 
leasings in some comer of her garden, and, 
after a while, it buds forth and grows, and 
brings an hundred fold into her bosom ; so that 
she hath wherewith to till a small field. If 
some gentle charity supplies this her need, she 
rejoices in hope, and is ere long gladdened by 
her harvest home ; then is her joy linked with the 
remembrance that those few seeds, which were 
the gatherings of her earlier search, by being 
fostered with care, have at length become her 
own and her children's bread. Even so is the 
faith in God your Saviour; the first elements 
of belief, the seeds of your faith in Him, are 
but perhaps the gleanings of the sanctuary, 
which you may have gathered and carried home, 
from some chance attendance at your church, 
or at the grave of one you loved, or when you 
gave your child to bear the name of Christ ; or 
they may be the fruits of your own private 
prayers, when snatching a small portion from 
your daily occupation, you sought for the bless- 
ings of belief, and did not seek in vain. 
Then, if you have cherished that little, and 
watered with the tears of repentance the ^eed 
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thus sown in your hearts^ God faileth not to give 
you increase, and you will be happy in the faith, 
the saving faith you possess ; and from your 
abundance may you strengthen and feed the 
hungry, who are near and dear to you, and so 
shall not your own, or the souls of your little 
ones perish for want of '' the bread of life. '^ 

Passages might be adduced to prove that all 
the powers and attributes of God were ascribed 
to Christ. I shall confine myself to two : — ^* that 
Christ existed before all worlds, from everlast- 
ing :" — " and that by him all things were made." 
From the proof of these propositions must follow 
the inference, — that Christ was the eternal God, 
the creator of all things. 

The power by which the salvation of man was 
ordained, and is accomplishing, is called the 
Word * of God, not only because God at first 
created all things, and still rules by the same 
agency^ but, because, in like manner as men 
discover their wills and designs to each other 
by words spoken or written, being the means of 
communication and of influence, between man 
and man. So God both ordained that his Word 
should make known his counsels, and clearly and 

* Vide Macknight. 
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fully discover his gracious purposes to man- 
kind ; at once adopting human methods, as best 
suited to human understanding, withholding 
alone that knowledge which the human mind is 
not able to comprehend. Whenever God makes 
himself known, whether in the works of creation, 
or by signs and wonders, or when God made 
manifest the divine image and nature, in human 
form, every revelation of his will is conveyed to 
man by his word, and therefore fitly is he caUed 
the Word of God. 

St. John, in the first chapter of his Gospel 
speaks of Christ as the Word of God. " In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God : all things were 
made by him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made : and the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us." St. Paul 
writes of Christ : — " and he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist." Another 
apostle writes thus : — " of which salvation the 
prophets have inquired and searched diligently, 
who prophesied of the grace which should 
come unto you, searching what, or what man- 
ner of time the Spirit of Christ, which was in 
theni, did signify, when it testified beforehand 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should 
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follow." None can foretel future eveuts, save 
God alone, but the^ prophets spake by the Spirit 
of Christ which was in them. 

It were needless to multiply passages to the 
same effect. The Redeemer himself established 
his own eternity : '' Verily I say unto you, before 
Abraham was, I am." Again : '* Lo," said he, " I 
am with you, even until the end of the world." 
Thus did the Godhead ordain the Lamb to be 
slain from the foundation of the world, the great 
sacrifice of Heaven, the great atonement for earth ; 
therefore was '' God manifest in the flesh ;" there- 
fore did Christ say, '* my Father works, and I 
work ; I and my Father are one." And thus our 
first step is taken towards the conclusion of the 
text, — that God is our Saviour. 

Our next object is to show, scripturally, that 
the works of creation are continually assigned 
to Christ, and since none but God can create, it 
follows again that Christ is God, or, in the words 
of St. Paul, '' He that built all things is God." 

We commence then with St. Peter, ** this 
second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you, 
in which I stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance, that ye may be mindful of the 
words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us^ the 
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apostles of the Lord and Saviour." He then 
speaks of some, ** who were willingly ignorant, 
that hy the Word of God the heavens were of old, 
and the earth standing out of the water, and in 
the water ; but the heavens and the earth, which 
are now by the same Word, are kept in store.'' It 
is thus strengthened by St. Paul: " One Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by 
him :" Again: '* Who is the image of the invi- 
sible God, the first born of every creature, for by 
Him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers : all things were created by 
him, and for him." Again : " To make all men 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the world has been hid in 
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ, to 
the intent that now might be made known by 
the Church the manifold wisdom of God." The 
Redeemer's own words were, " No man knoweth 
the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth 
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him." Again : 
'* As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the 
Father : if ye had known me, ye would have 
known my Father also : the works of my Father 
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I do." Since then the disciples understood, 
and the apostles taught, that the works of crea- 
tion were done by Christ, and himself often 
avowed the power which alone belongs to God, if 
Christ did the works of God, then was God our 
Saviour. But it is not the works of the mate- 
rial creation of the worlds and all that therein 
is, which especially holds our reverence, and 
directs our worship to* Christ as God, but, as the 
author and finisher of our faith, as the beginning 
and the end of the new creation : it is this spi- 
ritual working which, more than all else, marks 
Christ as God the Holy One. Thus in the words 
of Scripture, '* He who is before all things, by 
whom all things consist ; that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself ; that having 
made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
himself to reconcile all things unto himself : by 
him I say, whether they be things in earth, or 
things in heaven ; and you that were some time 
alienated, and enemies in your minds by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body 
of his flesh, through death, to present you holy 
and unblameable, and unreprovable in his 
sight." It is in seeking and saving that which 
was lost, in creating anew unto holiness the sin- 
ner, and breathing the spirit of a new life into 
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them that are dead in sin, that Christ is made 
manifest as the creator of our salvation ; it is in 
this, and by this, wherein he can alone be felt, 
and owned, and chiefly proved, as God our 
Saviour. 

A single word of prophecy, and then we close 
the doctrine, and delay not longer to urge the 
duty of our text. Isaiah saith, '^ for unto us a 
child is bom, unto us a son is given ; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace." Again, "The Lord himself shall 
give you a sign, behold a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Im- 
manuel." This prophecy is adduced by .St. 
Matthew, and the meaning of the name Im- 
manuel given, which being interpreted is, God 
with us. 

Christ foretold his sufferings, his death, 
his resurrection, the persecutions of his fol- 
lowers, the destruction of Jerusalem, even 
during the life of some of his disciples, and 
added these words, which contain the motive 
and the principle of all prophecy. " I have," 
saith Christ, " told you these things before, 
that when these things come to pass, y^ might 
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remember that I told you of them, and believe 
that I am he." If then this doctrine can be 
shown from the whole range of Scripture, not 
from one or a few passages, but the direct ex- 
pression, or manifest bearing of alL If without 
this doctrine many cannot be understood ; if by 
the prophets, by the apostles, by the Redeemer 
himself, the declaration is made that Christ 
existed from everlasting, that by him all things 
were made that are made, that it is he who 
creates us anew unto holiness, then is the eter- 
nal One the same as the Creator, that Creator 
Christ, and God our Saviour. If I believe not 
that God who created me, also redeemed me, 
and would have his Spirit guide me, I believe 
not that '^ God is all in all." I cannot read the 
Gospel but I trip at every chapter ; the word is 
vain, and preaching is vain, and prayer is vain, 
and repentance is vain, the body and blood of 
Christ is vain ; I have no hope that my sins shall 
be forgiven, or that my soul shall live ; vain is 
the aid and help of man. If Christ be not God, 
I cannot avoid the conclusion, that the Gospel 
is false from one end to the other ; but we re- 
peat with St. Paul, that *' God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world," to whom ? " to himself.'' 
And we go on to draw our conclusion with these 
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words, " that this belief is built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles, and the prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone." 

It comes upon us with a tenfold authority 
that we forget not him, who is God our Saviour, 
even as did they of old, who regarded not his 
wonders in Egypt, neither kept they his great 
goodness in remembrance. When he saved 
them from the hands of their enemies, then 
believed they his words, and sang praises unto 
him, but within awhile they forgat his works, 
and would not abide his counsel, " yea, they 
thought scorn of that pleasant land, and gave 
no credence unto his word ;" and this was man's 
nature. 

I would then briefly touch, in conclusion, 
upon this common and prevailing frailty of 
humanity, as one against which we ever need 
to be wary and watchful ; — the readiness with 
which we slide into forgetfulness, was not with- 
out the warning, and the protecting foresight of 
our Redeemer. It was as an especial means of 
guarding us against this subtle and unceasing 
tendency that Christ instituted and ordained 
his holy sacraments, as pledges of his love, and 
for our continual remembrance of the same. 
* ^ This do, as oft as ye take it in remembrance of 
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me," waB uttered, that we might not forget God 
our Saviour. Now all the rites and ceremonies 
of the law^ were instituted to keep alive the 
knowledge of God's worship and obedience to 
it, and also as signs to prepare the world for 
the coming Saviour. The passover was to be 
eaten ; and upon the neglect of it, the sentence 
was, ^^ that such an one should be cut off from 
among the people of God." The repetition of the 
passover was commanded, the repetition of the 
holy sacrament is enjoined ; repetition is one 
great art of teaching : without it the memory of 
Christ's death fades away. Now as the law 
was the schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, so 
is the sacrament the means of keeping us his ; 
repetition ensures the remembrance. Well did 
our Redeemer know the feebleness of human 
fidelity, and mercifully did he provide the 
remedy for this our need. That we may be- 
hold the value and vitality of frequently and re- 
peatedly receiving the sacrament, in rekindling 
in our hearts the love of the Redeemer, and 
keeping our holier feelings astir by reviving 
his memory ; let us think how sadly and how 
soon will human affections wither, and grow 
cold. I may think of the counsel, and the 
advice, and the example of a father, or a 
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mother. I may know the promise which I gave, 
and the resolutions I then formed ; and my 
feelings and my intentions may have been 
sincere. Yet, after a little while, I mingle 
with the busy world ; I listen to its witching 
voice; it finds an echo in my heart; I am 
dazzled by its beauties, and hurried on by its 
delights, even from one joy to another ; but 
the memory of my father's blessing has fled, 
and my vow is broken. So, too, the familiar 
friend whom I trusted, though we took sweet 
counsel together ; though for awhile his me- 
mory lives and is most dear to me ; and the 
kind word and the kind act dwell for awhile 
in remembrance ; yet with the change of place, 
and the change of society, we change ourselves. 
What though before we parted, I scorned this 
reproach, and afterwards hate myself to find it 
true, yet it is even so. Gradual oblivion shadows 
our gratitude and our regard. Strong indeed, 
must the bond of that friendship be, which 
neither the interruption of intercourse can 
weaken, nor the breaking off all interchange 
of kindness can cause to wane. Prolonged 
absence is a most dangerous thing : when com- 
munication ceases, influence is no longer felt : 
forgetfulness grows apace : the love of one friend 
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pushes out that of another. When the heart no 
longer holds communion, then friendship sickens 
and love begins to wither. And if the soul holds 
not communion with God its Saviour, it soon 
betrays " that friend who sticketh closer than 
a brother;" it is false to the love of the 
Redeemer ; he is forgotten, and the love of 
the world is alone felt. But if we take not 
scorn of these tokens of his memory, never can 
we forget God our Saviour; nor can we go 
away from such hallowed communion, and 
straightway forget what manner of men we are. 
The bitterness of hatred is there banished, and 
those heart-burnings which dry up the sweet 
fountains of human affection, are there quenched ; 
the trespasses we forgive are forgiven ; the 
trouble of the soul is calmed, and its fears 
quieted; our inward feelings are then more 
holy ; repentance is awakened, and faith gathers 
renewal ; the paths of peace are found ; atone-- 
ment is made for the past ; and if it goeth not 
out of feigned lips, our offering is accepted. 
For then do we offer unto thee, O Lord, our- 
selves, our souls, and bodies ; to be a reasonable, 
holy, and a living sacrifice unto thee. 



SERMON VII. 



THE JUSTICE OF GOd's VISITATIONS. 



EzEKiEL xviii. 2. 



What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children's teeth are set on edge ? 

There are, I believe, few dispositions more 
prevalent or more active in haman nature, than 
that of self-justification. There is an universal 
proneness to disown all blame, an inborn and 
native repugnance to admit the justice of our 
own condemnation, which is scarcely to be 
rivalled by any other bias of the heart, except 
that of the kindred readiness with which we 
are wont to transfer the fault from ourselves 
and afiix it upon others. The question which 
human nature is disposed to balance, and that 
too in a most treacherous scale, is not, how 
far it is itself deserving of punishment, or how 
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just may be the infliction ; but when the sentence 
is being executed, and the visitation comes, 
then is the mind marvellously ingenious in 
discovering proofs that the suffering is not the 
necessary consequence, or result of any action 
of our own. If it can be shown, that others 
are the means of punishment falling upon us, 
that others are the channels through whom, 
and whose agency, God's anger is made to be 
felt, then is the complaint, without ceasing, 
and the outcry of injustice, at the loudest. We 
totally forget that, notwithstanding the sins or 
misconduct of others may be the instruments 
and means of bringing down punishment upon 
our heads, yet our own vices, and follies, are 
the actual and true causes of wrath being poured 
out upon us. Our sins engender God's dis- 
pleasure ; these are the parents of which his 
anger is the offspring, and the heritage they 
leave is affliction. It is a most unhappy delusion 
to deem, that because its own immediate punish- 

■ 

ment does not haunt vice as its shadow, that, 
therefore, it shall go free and unscathed. A like 
delusion is it when punishment comes upon us 
in an unlocked for, and unthought of manner ; 
to think that it is undeserved, and murmur 
against the injustice of its execution. 



112 THE JUSTICE OP GOD's VISITATIONS. 

To illustrate this, let us tak^ the deistroying 
of the nations of Canaan, before the hosts of th^ 
Lord and of Israel. If we read the several cam* 
paignB of the armies of the Israelites, and the 
historical relations of that war of extermination 
and slaughter ; city after city laid desolate, the 
land ravaged, the inhabitants slain by the sword, 
the mind is horror-struck, and turns away from 
dwelling on such a scene, revolted and appalled, 
and asks, wherefore such things were ? And if 
we be told, and only told, that the Jews pos- 
sessed the land by right of conquest, that God 
had promised that land to the Jewish nation, 
and had ordained that its inhabitants should 
perish to make way for his chosen people, the 
mind cannot but rest unsatisfied, and dwell 
rather on the might than on the justice of God« 
But if we go on, and take into the account, why 
and for what cause these nations were swept from 
the face of the earth, if we read, — " understand 
therefore this day that the Lord thy God is he 
which goeth over before thee as a consuming fire, 
he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them 
down before thy face ; so shalt thou drive them 
out, and destroy them quickly, astheLord hath 
said unto thee. Speak not thou in thine heart, 
after that the Lord thy God hath cast them out 
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from before thee, saying, for my righteousness 
hath the Lord brought me in to possess this land ; 
but, for the wickedness of these nations the Lord 
doth drive them out from before thee." And 
again, after denouncing the foul lusts of idolatry : 
" Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things 
for in all these things the nations are defiled 
which I cast out before you, and the land is 
defiled : therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof 
upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her 
inhabitants." When thus we learn that the 
wickedness of these nations brought down God's 
wrath upon them, their desolation and their 
name being blotted out from under heaven is at 
once reconciled with the justice of God. The 
same passage also throws light enough to dissi- 
pate all doubtful questionings, how it was that 
the Israelites, a sinful and perverse people, were 
the *' chosen" and *' peculiar," people of God; 
their continued transgressions seem incompati- 
ble with his especial favour ; but it is said to the 
Jewish nation, ** understand therefore that the 
Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to 
possess it for thy righteousness, for thou art a 
stiifF-necked people." It was not for any deserts 
or deservings of theirs, that the Jews were his 
** chosen," but it was that while the rest of the 
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world lay in a state of idolatry and utter dark- 
ness, that the knowledge of the one true God 
might not be wholly lost, and that the scheme 
of redemption, as ordained in the merciful 
counsels of eternity, might be developed, and 
the types, of the law, and the voice of the pro- 
phets, prepare the world for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, and the knowledge and establishment of 
his spiritual kingdom. 

On the part of the Canaanites, it might be said 
that they never interfered with the people of 
Israel, never injured them ; for before that they 
came upon them as fierce invaders, they were 
an unknown and a strange people, consequently 
all the calamities which befel them at the hands 
of the Israelites were undeserved and unjustifi- 
able. The Canaanites, it may be ui^ed, were 
themselves in no way the causes of their own de- 
struction : but we contend that their own loath- 
some sins were the causes of God's wrath ; the 
Israelites were but the means of its execution. 

That the innocent should involuntarily suffer 
for the guilty, is a most flagrant wrong ; and the 
yearning of human sympathy, and all our com- 
passionate pity will array its feelings on the side 
of the afflicted. To these strong affections our na^ 
ture flies ibr defence and shelter, and is ever seek- 
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ing a self-solace and refuge ; and goes on even to 
impugn the decrees and the dealings of the 
Almighty and the All-just One. Admitting the 
first dictates of this sympathy as alike true and 
benevolent, we must not suffer ourselves to be 
led avay captive by the mere feeling, even 
though it may chance to be a kind and a 
humane one. In relation to God's judgments, 
fall when, or where they may, we take far too 
much upon ourselves if ever we assume the in- 
nocence of any child of earth, and hence in- 
sinuate the injustice of the hand that strikes. 
Our correction may be our salvation. I have ad- 
duced the instance of the Canaanites, not so much 
because I think that to the half-informed, such 
cases are obstacles to entire faith, and ignorance 
ever must be, but because it exemplifies our 
argument, that although punishment may come 
upon nations or individuals, not as the direct 
consequence of their own conduct, yet doth it 
never fall but upon such as deserve the visitation. 
I grant that if we are to be our own judges, that 
we might deem our faults light, our afflictions 
heavy ; but if we look to the judgments which 
we are wont to form, when those around us are 
brought down by any pain or trouble, we shall 
find we are sometimes apt to think that it is not 
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altogether undeserved. We then generally 
arrive at far more impartial conclusions. 

A remark has been made by an eminent 
writer^ of the present day, to the intent,. that 
when we argue, *^ because of the wickedness of 
those nations," did the wrath of God fall 
upon them, that by the invasion of the people 
of Israel, God visited the crying sins of the 
Canaanites. Yet we then meet bat half the 
difficulty : the probable effect upon the agents 
of an exterminating slaughter is still left un- 
answered. We think, however, this second 
difficulty greatly vanishes, when we scripturally 
take into consideration the means by which the 
land received '* the colony of God s children," 
and the purposes to which the Israelites were 
ordained. They were chosen, that the worship 
of the living God might not be lost ; that to them 
might the oracles of God be entrusted, and the 
scheme of redemption matured ; they were not 
designed to become a military people, but a priest- 
hood . They were not to establish a far spreading 
empire, but to continue a separate, and peculiar 
people ; their national policy was to be defence — 
ao^ aggression : — an4 if we review the nature 

^ Vide. Appendix to Mil. 



I 



THE JUSTICE OF GOd's VISITATIOITS. 117 

of their triumphs, and the historical progress of 
their invasion, we find that its incidents were 
strikingly calculated to effect these objects, and 
produce these results upon the national mind. 
So often as they placed their trust in their own 
strength were they discomfited, and the battle 
weiit sore against them ; this could scarcely 
breed presumptuous self-confidence or kindle 
the love of warfare. It was not the rush of their 
armies, biit the miracle of the Lord, before 
which the walls of their enemies' strongholds 
were laid low; ''they gat not the land in 
possession through their own sword, neither was 
it their own arm that helped them," and their 
manifest dependence for victory upon a higher 
power than that of man could hardly excite a 
thirst for conquest. When God, therefore, made 
inquisition for blood, ^' upon those merciless 
murderers of children, and devourers of man's 
flesh and feasts of blood, with their priests out of 
their idolatrous crew, and the parents that killed 
with their own hand, souls destitute of help," 
then " God made the 'creature his weapon," 
and by the hosts of Israel swept these nations, 
=and their foul orgies, from the face of the earth. 
Still the manifest revelations of his power, pro- 
claimed that ** with his own right hand^ and 
his stretchedout arm, did he get himself the 
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victory." The fact that in his trust alone '^ they 
subdued kingdoms, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, tamed to flight 
the armies of the aliens,'' was litde adapted, 
we think, to harden, but rather to strike the 
hearts of the Israelites, with awe of Gfod's 
justice, and impress their minds with the idea 
of certain wrath upon the unholy. To be not 
so much the agents of Grod's vengeance upon 
the blood-guilty, as the witnesses of its plenary 
execution, cannot well be considered either 
calculated to induce the habit, or to implant 
the germ, of a like ferocity. 

I give one more brief illustration, before I go 
to the immediate bearing of the words of my 
text. When David had sinned before God, in 
no longer putting his trust in the Lord, but 
in his own chariots and horsemen ; and had 
numbered the people; and the sword or the 
famine, or the pestilence, were before him, and 
when there died of the people seventy thoilsand 
men, and when upon repentance ere the hand 
of the destroying angel was stayed ; the king 
said, *^ Lo, I have sinned, and I have done 
i^ickedly ; but these sheep, what have they done ? 
let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and 
my father's house." In this prayer he evinced 
the conscious responsibility of the monarch, and 
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gave a lofty token of his kingly love, and 
devotedness for the nation. '^ These shieep, 
what have they done ? let thine hand be against 
me, and my father's house." If, as from his 
words David evidently supposed, his sin and his 
alone, had lm)ught the plague upon the people, 
his ready devotion was but their due, and we 
should have to marvel, why the innocent people 
were involved in the calamity of their guilty 
monarch, and our position would be sadly 
weakened. But when we find that the sins of 
the people had brought down this visitation upon 
themselves, and we read that " through them- 
selves was the anger of the Lord kindled against 
Israel," we say that David's sin was but the 
immediate means, the actual sins of the people 
themselves were the causes, which evoked the 
pestilence ; and we still hold, that God's judg- 
ments fall only on the guilty. 

'^ What mean ye then, that ye use this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying. 
The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are set on edge." Why they 
meant to say, in so many words, that God in 
visitmg the sins of the fathers upon the childreii, 
was an unjust God, that they, the innocent,, w^rie 
su£Sering for the guilty , that they, wer^ pHnis|;^(l 
12 
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for no sins of their own, but for the sins of their 
forefathers. Now to answer this murmur in the 
tone in which it is uttered, it were quite suffi- 
cient to say ; if you enjoy the benefits and the 
goods which you cannot deny that your fore- 
fathers have procured for you, and handed 
down to you, you have no fair reason to com- 
plain, if you also inherit a portion of their ills 
and evils. But far be it from us to think, 
that God, when, as it were, he holdeth con- 
troversy with the creature, will ever meet their 
discontented and angry murmurs, in the like 
spirit, which man often breathes towards his 
maker. Not thus was it, that the prophet 
answered the proverb of *the Israelites. I shall 
first briefly give the outline of Ezekiel's in- 
structive argument, strongly recommending you 
to follow out its full developement yourselves, 
as you will find it complete and satisfactory. The 
chapter, from whence my text is taken, also in 
a striking manner enhances the value and the 
power of repentance, but its entire examination 
would lead me from my immediate purpose of 
setting before you, — why God declares that he is 
a jealous God, and how he visiteth the sins of the 
fathefrs upon the children. 
•The prophet's words then declare simply this, 
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^< that the son shall bear the iniquity of the 
father, if he go on in that iniquity ; but if the son 
seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, 
and considereth^ and doeth not such like, he 
shall not die for the iniquity of his father ; he 
shall surely live. Behold, all souls are mine, as 
the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son 
is mine ; the soul that sins, it shall die. Yet say 
ye, why ? doth not the son bear the iniquity of 
the father ?" The answer is plain and express : 
** the son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the 
son ;" they each bear their own iniquity. — He 
adds, **the righteousness of the righteous shall 
be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him ; but if the wicked will turn 
from all his sins, and do that which is lawful 
and right, he shall surely live. Have I any 
pleasure at all, that the wicked should die, 
saith the Lord God, and not that he should 
return from his ways and live." The more I 
read, and the longer I dwell upon the prophet's 
words, the more am I confirmed in the truUi 
of the proposition with which I set out, that 
whether visitation cometh from our fathers or 
from others, it comes not but on our own de- 
servings — and I again say, others are but the 
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means, we ourselves are the true causes. It is 
not because our fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
that our teeth are set on edge, but because we 
eat them ourselves. 

We shall help on our argument, if we now 
inquire why God should declare himself to be 
a jealous God. We may observe that these 
words are found in one of the ten command- 
ments, and while all the others contain a simple 
prohibition against particular sins, or the enjoin- 
ment of particular duties, this one alone contains 
the most awful denouncement of God's anger, 
as assuredly consequent upon its violation. 
Without diminishing, then, the authority and 
weight of every other commandment, we may 
fairly infer the exceeding importance of this one. 
In this commandment idolatry was forbidden, 
and God declares himself jealous of his own 
honour, and his worship ; and upon the neglect 
and departure from these, to bow down before 
the graven images of created things, was the 
heavy woe denounced. What then was idolatry. 
It was not only that they fed on the mountain 
tops, and frequented their hill altars, and their 
costly temples, and groves and gardens conse- 
crated to stocks and stones; it was not only 
for the utter folly of this, and because it must 
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stupify their understandings, and blind their 
eyes* and shut their hearts. It was not because 
a man '^ heweth him down cedars, and taketh 
the cypress and the oak, which he strengthened 
for himself among the trees of the forest ; he 
planteth an ash and the rain doth nourish it. 
Then shall it be for a man to bum : for he will 
take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kin- 
dleth it, and maketh bread ; yea, he maketh a 
god, and worshippeth it ; he maketh it a graven 
image, and falleth down thereto. He bumeth 
part thereof in the fire ; with part thereof he 
eateth flesh : he roasteth roast, and is satisfied : 
yea, he warmeth himself, and saith. Aha, I am 
warm, I have seen the fire ; and the residue 
thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image : 
he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and 
prayeth unto it, and saith. Deliver me ; for thou 
art my god." It was not only because this idiotic 
superstition must swamp the intellect of the crea- 
ture, so that in his darkness he could not say, 
^^ Is there not a lie in my right hand?" It was 
not only because idolatry held God's creatures in 
the bonds of ignorance, afid turned thein aside 
from worshipping with the mind and the spirit, 
and the intelligence ; that the Being, who is the 
author of all intelligence and knowledge, was 
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jealous of his own honour : but it wad that he 
would withhold his people from the foul pollu- 
tions and impious practices, which idolatry ever 
engendered, and with which it was universally 
united. Men were made as gods ; no vile pas- 
sion was without its temple to induce its prac- 
tice, its deity to give it sanction ; — and whatever 
was the abomination, whether it sprang from 
the strong lusts of evil desire, or the weakness 
of fear, each had its demon, its god or devil ; 
for the very word means either. It was of these 
unholy rites, and unnatural corruptions, of 
which God was jealous, and against which he 
denounced his anger. 

I have only touched upon idolatry as far as 
it is necessary to my present subject, but your 
Bible, and every heathen or Christian history, 
prove the fact of what idolatry was, and the in- 
variable moral debasement which was conse- 
quent upon serving the creature and not the 
Creator. If, then, as men became estranged 
from God, they became estranged from holiness ; 
if, whenever *Hhey changed the glory of the 
uncorruptible God into an image made like to 
cbrruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
|!>eBls|£/' so siirely jasaikkisd were given over to 
'onoleanness . through the lusts of their hearts. 
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We may not then marvel that God's hot ang^ 
and jealousy should smoke against idolatry. It 
ever brought with it the corruption, and the 
grovelling wretchedness, and the final ruin of 
his creatures, and delivered them over, body 
and soul, unto the powers of spiritual evil. 
Therefore was it that God uttered the threat, to 
visit the sins of the father upon the children. 

In the first place, then, be it remembered, 
that God's threat, even if it be strained to the 
utmost stretch of severity, can only be made to 
imply the infliction of calamities on the genera- 
tions of this world, whereas the sin which He 
thereby would fain check, was one which in- 
volved the total corruption of the creature, and 
its final alienation from His favour for ever, here 
and hereafter. In this view, then, God's threat 
was a mercy. In following up this question^ I 
am not going to deny that certain natural con- 
sequences do, and must follow upon certain 
actions : if the father squanders his substance, 
he cannot leave it to his children ; and if the 
name of the father be a disgraced and a disho- 
noured name, he must know that he will leave 
this bitter legacy to his survivors. Now, not to 
enumerate further instaoces, for the jn-incii^e is 
sufficient ; it is obvious that,, till you can* ]!oot>Qut 
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evil entirely, evil results must follow from evil 
actions ; without such fatal results the progress 
of evil would be more rapid. The more fatal, 
and the more certain consequent evil may be, so 
much stronger, the probability e^inst the per- 
petration of that sin, to which it is an adjunct ; 
so much the more evident is the design for its 
prevention, the commandment for its prohibition. 
I shall endeavour to meet the principle of my 
text as a question of moral justice. What, I 
ask, after all, is the plain meaning of these 
words, ^' I will visit the sins of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion, of them that hate me, and shew mercy 
unto thousands in them that love me, and keep 
my commandments." Now had it been written, 
I will visit the sins of the guilty parent upon 
the innocent child, I could not have hoped to 
understand so hard a saying. But when I read 
plainly that it is upon the generations of them 
that hate God, that his visitation shall fall, the 
sin of the father, and the sin of the children, 
being the same, a hatred of God, I see no diffi- 
culty whatever, except I take only the few words 
of God's threat, which seem, and only seem, to 
impugn his justice, and leave unnoticed the 
remainder, by which that justice is vindicated 
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and made manifest We are borne out also in 
the several instances recorded in history of the 
Jewish kings, when any of the royal race had 
grievously incurred the displeasure of God, and 
his wrath was ready to burst upon them, yet 
often the deep penitence and earnest prayer of 
the humbled monarch had sought and found 
forgiveness in the sight of God. And when we 
read, that the visitation was arrested for awhile, 
and the promise was given, that not until the 
fourth generation should it descend upon the 
house of the king that had sinned. We say, shall 
the innocent suffer for the guilty ? and we go on, 
and find that when, according to the promise, 
the threat is executed upon the fourth descend- 
ant, we find also that his own sin was the 
same, or worse than that of his forefather, and 
this too in every recorded instance. All that we 
can extract and gather from it is this, that God 
in his mercy pardons upon repentance, and in 
his long-suffering and loving-kindness with- 
holds punishment for awhile; and that when 
his vengeance at length falls, whether it be upon 
the third or fourth, or after generation, yet doth 
it ever fall upon a guilty one. 

I think, too, that God's merciful love stands 
most prominently forward, in that he adiiressed 
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his threat to the purest affeotion, and perhaps 
the most redeeming attribute of our fallen nature^ 
which, although many a high principle has been 
blighted, and many a holy feeling blasted, yet 
doth this one cling closely to the last, and 
linger with man even in his deep depravity. I 
mean, when a man would sin, and sin as far as 
concerned himself, heedless of all consequences, 
yet will he shrink back from involving others 
whom he loves in his own ruin. It was this 
principle, for he ever worketh for our good, by 
which God, in his threat to visit the sins of the 
fathers upon the children, sought to withhold 
the parent from that sin, fatal to themselves and 
to their oflfspring* What though his manifest 
mercies could not call forth their gratitude, nor 
his. laws their obedience, nor his promises allure 
them, nor his justice appall them, yet still might 
the same love, which God the Father of all felt 
for the children of his hand, the same love 
which worked in the Creator towards his crea- 
tures, might also work in the breast of his crea* 
tures, and hold them, and bind them by the 
same bond of affection, the love for their children, 
and restrain them from involving those most 
dear to them in one common and merited ruin. 
I cannot think of the question which I have 
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ventured to approach, without begging you to 
carry home with you the remembrance that 
whatever points I have left untouched, are 
omissions of my own, and not difficulties which 
might not be overcome. It is our enjoined duty, 
even though we may not be equal to root out 
infidelity, yet are we to do our utmost to remove 
all such obstacles and rocks of offence, as may 
be hindrances to the progress of the believer. 

I need not urge the importance of my sub- 
ject : it embraoes the fall of our first parents ; 
and tlie consequent fall of the whole human 
race. Herein, also, does our principle in no 
way fail us ; for granting that we are, through 
the means of Adam, at enmity with a holy God, 
yet who shall say, had he himself been the re- 
presentative of mankind, he would not in like 
manner have fallen ; or, is there, or ever was, 
one single man living, who hath not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam's transgression. So that 
again I add, the innocent, at least, do not suffer 
for the guilty ; and it is only on such of Adam's 
race, as continue in Adam's sin, it is only on such 
as are among the generations of them that hate 
him, upon whom the wrath of God will fall. 
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And now I say unto yon. Refrain from these men, and let 
them alon,e ; for if this counsel, or this work he of men, it 
will come to nought : hut, if it he of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it ; lest haply ye he found even to fight against God. 

Strangb do^s it seem, that advice so mild in its 
principle, and tolerant in its character, should 
fall from the lips of one, a leader of the Phari- 
sees, a bigoted sect, of a bigoted people. Nei- 
ther does it seem less strange, when we remem- 
ber that the individual whose words these were, 
was Gamaliel, a teacher, whose lessons incul- 
cated the prejudices, and led to the practices 
of that ''straitest sect" of the Jewish nation. 

ill • 

We gather from the history of St. Paul, tha the 
was brought up at Jerusalem, at the feet of 
12 
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Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect 
manner of the law, and was zealous towards 
God ; and so long as the instructions of Gama- 
liel, and the tenets of his sect, influenced his 
mind, so long did he harden his heart, and 
stand forth as the advocate of cruelty, the actor of 
oppression : — " and I persecuted this way," saith 
he, ^' the Christians, unto the death, binding, 
and delivering into prisons, both men and 
women." Paul the Pharisee, Paul the Christ- 
ian, Paul the disciple of Gamaliel, and Paul the 
disciple of Jesus Christ, would alone amply 
supply matter, to contrast the counsel, and the 
work of man, and that which is of God. 

Still do we find that Gamaliel curbed the feel- 
ings of the Jewish council by his words, and 
saved the Christian teachers from death. ** Ye 
men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye 
intend to do as touching these men ; for before 
these days rose up Theudas, boastinghimself to be 
somebody, to whom a number of men, about four 
hundred, joined themselves ; who was slain, and 
all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and 
brought to nought : after this man rose up Judas 
of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew 
away much people after him ; he also perished ; 
and all, as many as obeyed him, were dispersed : 

K 2 
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and now I say unto you, refrain from these men, 
and let them alone ; for if this counsel, or this 
work be of men, it will come to nought : but, 
if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest 
haply ye be found even to fight against God." 
Gamaliel was ^' had in reputation among all the 
people ;" and this reputation he sustained by the 
exercise of cool deliberation and prudent fore* 
sight, while his angry countrymen wera hwo% 
hurried on by their passions into the commission 
of an act for which they would assuredly be 
called to a severe account. The prophet's threat 
^ad been fulfilled, ^' the sceptre had departed^ 
from Judah," and the power of inflicting capital 
punishment was tiow no longer in their own 
hands; lif^ and. death depended upon the will 
of their Romian coa^aerors, and the infringe* 
meat of this their sovereign, privilege, Gamaliel 
well knew would be ^visited by their jealous 
zaa^rs with rigocous severity. When therefore 
the apostles .wei^e ui^der arrest, and stood 
arraigned, aad shad isxasperated the feelings of 
the otnintcil to the utmost, by declaring, '^ we 
ought to : obey God rather than men ; the God 
4f our^ffithers raised up JesiiiS Christ, whom ye 
dew! and hanged'*pn:<f l/ree, ifiim. - bath God exf* 
altediwttldi his.right^iiand toi be'a Pritiee aud^ 
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Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins." And when they heard that, 
** they were cut to the heart, and took counsel 
to shy them.^^ Then did the words of Gamaliel 
rescue the disciples from violence, and the 
council from its penalties. 

Why Gamaliel gave this advice, is, however, 
of nfiinor- importance ; it is the principle upon 
which his advice rested that I would bring to 
your consideration. *^ Leave them alone," said 
he, " if their work be of men, it will come to 
nought ; if they are not overthrown, then is it 
to be concluded that their work is of God;" 
success, then, in the opinion of Gamaliel, was 
the test by whiclt their doctrine3> were to ^ stand 
or fell. Still success is no criterion of the ttutfa, 
or that the system is of God ; it is no absolute 
proof of the approval of Heaven: to admk thisj 
could not fail of leading to eoncluBions the most 
monstrous. While there is evil in the- worlds 
error must often prevail ;« the success o^ any 
religious system, when considered by. ibsdf^ 
determines nothing with regard to the authoriity 
of its sanations. We may not assign' to God, 
timt to which tli^ cugency of nasn is adieqUate^;, >! 
know that difti spared, and propagation, and ikiBl: 
est^blishiiient of Christianity^ the tritiinpliff it 
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has obtained, and the effects which it has pro- 
duced, are wont to be urged as so many proofs 
of its divinity and truth, and that the words of 
Gamaliel are adduced in support of this argu- 
ment ; as if our religion had been of man, it 
must have long since come to nought — and that 
its success is to be received as the warrant that 
it comes from God. But we protest, as Christ- 
ians, against the admission of such a test, not" 
withstanding that it is strong in our own behalf. 
It is not because the faith of the cross came forth 
conquering and to conquer--it was not because 
its propagation was rapid, its success marvellous 
« — all and each of these might have been the 
counsel and the work of man. The combined 
intellect of men, the influence of power and 
wealth, the favour of circumstances, an easy and 
compromising creed, which succumbed to the 
prejudices, and granted indulgence to the sen* 
sual desires of mankind, might with more success 
have sent forth its tenets through the world, and 
won^far more numerous multitudes to take up 
its discipleship. And if success alone were to 
be the test of its truth, then may the idolater 
iff India, or the followers of Mahomet, claim a 
just, because a numerical superiority, over the 
flock, the little flock of Christ, our redemption » 
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If self-denial be hateful, and self-gratificatioa 
be sweet to the heart of the natural man, — if 
man be averse to humility and prone to pride, 
if that which is present and tangible, hath more 
witching allurement than that which is afar, 
and not of this life, then had the religion of the 
Gc«pel little prospect of winning the devotion of 
the world. And yet not in the wisdom of this 
world, but in direct opposition to its philosophy, 
in de6ance of power, in the teeth of prejudice, 
the talent of the learned, the sword of the 
strong, alike in a;lliancfe to persecute, and destroy 
it — all the powers of this world in array against 
it — from without — all the passions of man's evil 
nature, in the heart to resist and overcome, yet 
in opposition to all diese did Christianity seek 
for its propagation and triumph. The poor 
fisherman — the untaught ; craftsman-T-the de- 
spised taxgatherer — the powerless and the lowly, 
were of themselves agents little calculated to 
supplant the philosophy, or subdue the sword. 
And yet many years h^d not .ps3^8t, ere Rome 
became a Christian city, and the disciples of 
the Grecian schools. flowed into the churches of 
the Lord. Not theii, after.jhe counsel tor » the 
work of man— for: then most surely must Chyistr 
ianity have, come to nought— but in direct: p^ 
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poeition to every eBiifthly:m«ftiis, did Ih^ fmtb<tf 
Jesus Chrisfe go forth in the power of its purity v 
far and ^de, over the earth, and raided iti 
spiritual kingdom, and ruled in the heiarts of 
men. Not then because it has prevailcid, bcre 
from its own nature, an4 the circumstatieee^ ind 
the means by which its success has been brought 
to pass, does the religion of the cross vindicate 
its birthright, and reveal itself to be the counsd' 
and the work of God. 

: I proceed, briefly, to review the aspect of 
thrae ages, and the character of mankind, when 
a: memifnl God visited his people, aod mingled 
amid the miseties^f man, and witnessed our 
guilt, onrsins^ ^r^passions, to uproot, to atone 
far, to forgivq* ^^If, in so doing, I bring before 
you circumstances' and 'events, familiar to many 
of yow, I pray yoti, 'my brethren, to remember 
that tb& knowledge of « them is highly necessary 
tQ.th^ full working out of our ai^ument, and 
tliaA they may pot be alike ^miliar to all. 

^ The eemmour wr^ings of the heathen, and th6 
s^j^r^ volume of Soripture, equally prove that 
the %oild 'knew not God, and then, more than 
evisr, was made known what was ill man, when 
a}i$^Aated from a higheif ^ and boHc»r power. The 
01^^ ehoseti pec^le ofGbd ha-d broken their 
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covenant < and thrawn off all reality of reUgion^ 
^std iwhile they dUoarded the works^ assumed the 
bearing o{ sanctity ; they displayed an ostenta^^ 
ttoua and formal regard for the ceremonies of 
iheir law, but taught the traditions of men, 
9nd miade the holy Scriptures of God of none 
effect. They were a conquered people, and held 
in subjection as a province of the Romans, and 
to these stem lords was the Jewish government 
responsible for its acts. Yet still did they deem 
themselves the fiavourites of Heaven, and looked 
eagerly for the fulfilment of prophecy in the 
coming of the Messiah ; but as a prince of this 
world, one who should deliver them,, not from 
the da very of sin, but from the hated yoke of 
Rome ; not one that should triumph over their 
spiritual adversary, but (»ie who should over- 
come their earthly foes, and raise their name 
and place to be the first among the nations. It 
is necessary to bear this, their misintei^retstion ' 
of prophecy in mind, because upon this fond 
error their strongest prejudices rested, and this 
was the stumbling-block and r obstacle wbiok- 
mainly opposed their receiving the Redeemer. ' 
In the hesith^i^ wariid a deeper flood of im<^' 
q^ity had. longiQi/^e^ff^belmed the land. Intditedt 
was.isultivated, butsuch was its imgpdly nurture}^ 
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that it led only to the subtilties and pride of the 
disputer of this world, and not to any purity of 
life or feeling. Perhaps it is impossible to oon* 
ceive a more hateful picture of moral defilement 
and human degradation, than is* drawn by the 
apostle at the commencement of his Epistle to 
the Romans, and corroborated by all the hea* 
then satirists and historiansw And thus his com- 
plicated prejudices hardened the stiff*necked 
Jew^ and darkened his understanding; his 
sensualities blinded the heathen when th^ 
Redeemer trod our earth, the salvation of the 
world. His parents without wealth or power, his 
native place despised, his immediate followers 
scorned, for they were poor and illiterate, and 
ungifted; the tenets which he taught hostile 
to the pride, and hateful to the national feel- 
ings of the Jews, and avowedly inimical to the 
cravings of man's sensual nature. Yet still went 
Jesus Christ forth alike among the carnal mul- 
titude and the wise, and the scribes, and the 
disputers of this world, to rebuke their habits, 
uproot their systems, and to implant his own. 

He catne not as their earthly king, and the 
conqueror of their enemies; to free them from 
the galling yoke of Roche,* but at his bidding 
'') the blind received theij^ sight, and the limine 
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walked, the leper was cleansed, the deaf heard, 
the dead were raised, the poor had the Gospel 
preached to them," It was thus he sought the 
homage of the human soul. -' But who be- 
lieved his report, to whom was the arm of the 
Lord revOaled ? He had no form nor comeliness, 
and when they saw him, there was no beauty 
that they should desire him : so he was despised 
and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief; they hid as it were their 
faces from him ; he was despised, and they 
esteemed him not." When the miracle was 
wrought before their eyes, and the appeal made, 
** If ye believe not me, believe the works that I 
do," and they could no longer deny a power 
beyond that of man, they attributed his miracles 
to the agency of Satan, and were guilty of that 
blasphemy which might not be forgiven in this 
world, nor in that which is to come: for then 
did they pervert the last proof, and denied the 
positive warranty of God. But the power of 
the Redeemer was at work in the hearts of the 
people, and the rebukes of the Spirit of Truth 
could not be borne, and the authority of the 
rulers was growing faint, and so they took ooun* 
sel to put him to death<» land all the worst pas- 
sions of an evil race were rife, -^treachery Was 
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bribed to betray the iQnocent, the false witxwas 
was suborned, and the solemn mockery of ai 
trial acted, and Jesus Christ was erueified^ 

And while in our memories the body of our 
blessed Lord still hangs upon. the tree, I pray 
you, my Christian brethren, to weigh in your 
mtinds, what prospect had the Gospel of outliy- 
ing that hour, when Cbristlts author bowed his 
head and gave up the gboBt. His. few followers 
scattered and forlorn, his miracles, denied, bis 
^ords forgotten, and bim^elf v dead upon the 
oross ; ;all the powef of the Leading men array e4 
m hostility against his religion:. -~^ I entreat 
yoxL ix)} Aink df this? tcounsel, or this work, 
had; beeti of men, .whether, tit would not have 
dome to ^n6sighl;« . Uthetroiany trace here of hur 
mandesagn^.ortliiiman policy ? was this the plao^ 
that human ' ireason irould have devised for the 
pioJ€ict of a.n^wlsystem, or. the propagation of a 
new mligicm ? Oh ! no, but thus was it ordained 
befoce the ; foundations of the world, that the 
sedemption^of.oajan. should not rest on the wis- 
eklmis'of man, nor in the potver of the princes of 
tbia^iwoild, bvrt a^one in the >dQmQnatratiQn of the. 
Spiiitvand power of Qodi/. \^. . ? < . .> 

Aiiatd htoein isitiieim$r»te(r)^uii^^led, iwby.h^ 
yfbaoR Mtas tali-fwisd^ K^hoirld choose i the^ fooUsb 
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tfaisgs of die earth, and the mean things, to con- 
found the learned and the powerful ; why he who 
was rich, shonld for our sakes become poor ; 
why he who was almi^ty should strip himself of 
power, and walk our earth ia want and suffering ; 
it was that the most wilful perversion might not 
say, that it was the counsel or the work of man. 
I would now have you turn to a system, 
which if success alone could justly lend it sanc- 
tion and authority, is assuredly not without tliat 
claim* A irery brief review of a few leading 
principles of the faith of Mahomet will show 
plainly, that its propagation may fairly be traced 
to' human means^ its whole fabric the counsel 
and the work of man. Caution, intrigue, and 
local influence preceded his * undertaking, and 
prepared the way for the outset of die impostor. 
Mahomet granted an elastic liMinee to the oon^ 
science ; he ptoffiered self^ndulgence ; Jesua 
commanded self-denial. I here 'strengthen our 
argument by a passage which I quote from re- 
collection, wherein the comparilsoB is tbxm 
strcmgly drawn. ^' Jei^s called' his hearers to^ 
repentance, MahoiHet ta^coRqiieBit;* .Mahoiaet 
allured his followers with the ^glories ofa visible 
kingdbm; ahd idle sjp&Mdour > of earthly idofiai- 
nion ; ' in him wie bbhold the lord of' waff 
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triumphing by the sword. In Jesus the Prince 
of Peace, the friend and Saviour of our race, 
his kingdom not of this worid, winning his 
gentle way in the heart, not the shedder of 
blood, but the healer of every sickness and every 
diseased" In a word, the creed of Mahomet 

was the work of man, and carried on by human 

« 

force and human policy — that of Jesus the 
counsel and the work of Heaven. 

It is necessary that we do not let it escape our 
observation, that the disciples were not brought 
to receive the Gospel with power unto salvation, 
till they had been taught the deceitfulness of 
their own views ; their own natural hopes of the 
Redeemer's kingdom were first broken up, every 
reliance based upon the notion that the counsel 
or the work were of men, or after the fashion of 
men, was laid low. They were brought firet to 
witness the self-denial, and the sufferings of the 
cross, ere they beheld Christ as the wisdom of 
God, and the power of God. It is even so with 
ourselves. I know that it is a hard task to bring 
down our proud thoughts, and walk humbly 
with our God ; and I know it is a struggle to 
fling from us that fatal self-confidence, and the 

* White's Bampton Lectures. 
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pr^sumptiou of our own merits; and a hard 
task it is to crush our evil affections, and keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world. Surely we 
feel and know that the Redeemer will meet, in 
fome manner, with the same resistance in our 
own hearts, which opposed him in the days of 
the proud Hebrew, and the profligate Gentile. 
At times we may have gone to deny or forsake 
him, for there is an evil power ever in counsel 
in our perverted thoughts, and the " motions 
of sins" are ever at work in our corrupted 
hearts, and by these will the counsel, and the 
work of God be slighted, or resisted. The 
same discipline of soul must be undergone by 
us, as by the disciples; we have to learn that 
the work of our redemption is not of man, but 
wholly of God. If then, our own bosom swell 
with the pride of the Pharisee ; if there the 
worldliness of the Sadducee be lurking, and the 
heathen defilements be harboured, such evil 
counsellors will hurry us on to their own evil 
works, and no room be left for the counsel, or 
the work of God. 

By the appointed means of prayer and wor- 
ship, and the word of instruction, is this counsel 
to be carried on outwardly; by the repeated 
whisperings of conscience, and the workings of 
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the Spirit, is the straggle maintained within, 
between the fleshly appetites, and our holier 
nature; so should we not perversely contend 
with, or proudly scorn, the way of salvation, lest 
haply we, too, '^ be found even to fight against 
our God." 
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SERMON IX. 



THE INTELLECT WHEN CONVERSANT WITH GOD. 



Wisdom viii. 3. 

In that she is conversant with God, she magnifieth her 

nobility. 

These words are taken from one of the books 
called Apocryphal. To remind you, therefore, 
why our Church so calls them, in distinguishing 
them from the holy Scriptures, and how far 
their contents are to be received, and in what 
spirit these writings ought to be read, will not, 
perhaps, be either an unbecoming or an unfruit- 
ful introduction, to any subject that may spring 
from the text. A reason also will be supplied 
you, why these apocryphal writings are not 
commonly bound up together with the holy 
Scriptures, and why, when you look for the 
text, you may not, in the smaller Bibles, be 
able in the present instance to find it, or after- 
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wards read the chapter in which it is con- 
tained. 

The meaning of the word Apocryphal, is hid- 
den, or concealed, and was applied to books of 
doubtful authority, and whose origin was as it 
were concealed : other meanings are offered, 
but this is a plain and a sufficient one. Our 
Church does not receive these books as holy 
Scripture, or admit them among the number of 
those from which doctrine may be established, 
and the rule of life enforced. The word canon 
signifies a rule, and the holy Scriptures are 
called canonical, as denoting the rules of teach- 
ing, and the practice which the Church thereby 
enjoins. 

The Apocryphal books are not adduced to 
establish doctrine, among other reasons, because 
they possess no evidence of inspiration, and 
were never cited by Christ, or by his apostles, as 
containing prophecy, or to support doctrine. 
Again, the holy Scriptures, called by St. Paul 
the '* Oracles of God," while entrusted to the 
keeping of the ancient Jews, were placed in the 
ark of the covenant ; but the Apocryphal books 
were shut apart from the ark, as distinct from 
their Scriptures ; and when the Scriptures were 
translated from the original Hebrew into Gbreek, 
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the Apocryphal writings were not translated, or 
accounted among them. For these reasons, our 
Church does not receive these writings as holy 
Scriptures, nor allow any doctrine to depend 
upon them, nor to be enforced from them, " but 
doth read them for example of life and instruc- 
tion of manners." We thus receive them be- 
cause they are entitled to deep respect, from 
their great antiquity, being of earlier date than 
the Gospel, and the productions of those four 
centuries which intervened between the last 
prophet, and the coming of our Lord. These 
books are also evidently written by persons who 
had caught the tone and spirit from the Scrip- 
tures themselves. Some, too, of the Apocry- 
phal books, are little else than an eloquent com- 
ment and paraphrase oti portions of Holy Writ. 
They are also to be valued as throwing light on 
the Scriptures themselves, since they help to ex- 
plain the manners and customs of the Jewish 
people ; and they lend an indirect, but a strong 
proof, of the genuineness and authority of the 
Scriptures. If books on the same subjects, of 
almost the same ages, preserved by the same 
people, can, clearly and undeniably, be shewn 
not to come down to us as containing the word 
of God, an evidence is surely given of the power 

L 2 



148 THE INTELLECT 

also to prove the truth of such Scriptures as do 
contain God's word ; for the power of detecting 
the counterfeit is also the power of discovering 
the genuine. If one or two passages of an un- 
scriptural tendency have crept into the Apocry- 
phal books, it must be also remembered, that the 
same keen and watchful eye of scrutiny has not 
been so closely kept upon these books, as upon 
the other holy Scriptures ^ 

Herein is shewn, in a marked manner, how 
the great Disposer of all events is wont to bring 
good out of evil. For since, as St. Paul writes, 
^* there must also be heresies among you, that 
they which are approved may be made mani- 
fest," yet hath this one universal good, ever 
and continually resulted from the divisions of 
those who in any way receive the written word 
of God. There has ever existed, from the 
earliest ages even to our own, the same lynx- 
eyed and jealous spirit of watchfulness among 
all the different sects. Each one alike, on their 
guard against the other, lest the written word 
should be changed, either to weaken, or 
strengthen, any particular set of opinions or 
doctrines ; so that nothing has ever been ^^ added 

' I am indebted to Dr. Gray's Works for these arguments. 
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thereto, or taken therefrom, without discovery, 
instantaneously proclaiming the imposture. 
Thus the moment any passage was perverted, or 
altered, or introduced, became the moment of its 
detection ; and at its very birth was it branded 
as an abortion. Men may seek to evade the 
fact, but the very time, and the exact extent of 
their attempts to mar the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
is marked and known. They should remember, 
that the New Testament is the title deed of the 
Christian : it hath not been in their own hands 
alone ; it is not, therefore, in their power to 
change its positive declarations. It is the last will 
of God our Redeemer : that will is registered 
and recorded ; the alteration of that will can 
never give claim to the inheritance. Even as the 
superscription, it is nailed to the cross of Christ ; 
no man can take it down ; it is written too in 
Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin ; and shall re- 
main unchanging, and unchangeable. Long is 
it since these languages have been accounted 
dead, and no more subject to change. This is 
well worthy of our observation and remem- 
brance, that such was the case with the Hebrew 
ere long after the law had been given ; such, 
too, was the case with the Greek, ere long 
after the Gospel had been revealed ; thes^ Ian- 
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guages became dead, and their meaning fixed. 
Now that a language should become dead when 
the name of a nation perishes, is but a common 
and looked for event ; but that the nation 
should still go on, and continue a distinct 
people, yet their language become in an unusual 
manner changed, and the only pure remains of 
their tongue be the holy Scriptures, is marvellous 
in our eyes. Had these Scriptures depended for 
their purity upon the national expressions, sub- 
ject as the Jewish nation was to captivities, then 
had their Scriptures been vitiated, and mysti- 
fied, by the introduction of foreign idioms ; then 
had they been of a certainty corrupted ; and the 
word of God, even as their traditions, had, in- 
deed, been rendered of none effect. But God, 
who overrules all things, suffered not his laws 
to be changed, however they might be broken. 
He ordained that the original language, in 
which these laws were written, should become 
a dead language, even to its own people, and 
remain for ever the memorial and the guardian 
of their purity. The value of this may, in some 
degree, be additionally felt and enhanced, from 
considering the variableness to which living lan- 
guages are subject : translations, adapted to the 
expressions as generally received and under- 
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Stood by one age, being infinitely less suited to 
the expressions which obtain in another. 

Had my object been to explain, or enforce 
any particular doctrine, I had not, of course, 
brought before your consideration a text taken 
from the Apocrypha ; but even, as we read these 
books for " example of life, and instruction of 
manners," so have I chosen these words, that 
we may gather from .thecn a useful and practical 
lesson^ a principle of rpost vital influence. 

The author of the Book of Wisdom, after 
stating the powers of ini)ellect, how thus ** is 
given certain knowledge df the things that are, 
namely, to know how the world was made, and 
the operations of the elements ; the beginning, 
ending, and midst of the times ; the alterations 
of the turning of the sun, and the change of the 
seasons, the circuits of years, and the positions 
of stars, the natures of living creatures, and the 
furies of wild beasts, the violence of winds, and 
the reasonings of men, the diversities of plants, 

and the virtues of roots, and all such things as are 
either secret or manifest." And, after dwelling 
upon the power of intellect, by means of know- 
ledge over the various kinds of created things, he 
goes on to recount the moral influence which she 
holds over the life of man ; " that pure intellect is 

12 
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more moving than any motion^ having all power, 
overseeing all things which cannot be letted, a 
pure influence flowing from the Almighty, how 
that to be allied with wisdom is immortality, 
that vice shall not prevail against wisdom." 
When he has stated that intellectual power 
is the best gift, and most glorious boon of all 
that the Creator hath bestowed upon the crea- 
ture ; of all our faculties the most lasting, the 
most powerful, the most noble, he then crowns 
all in the words of our text, * ' in that she is con- 
versant with God, she magnifieth her nobility." 
He doth not deride or decry human reason, 
but while he owns and glories in its power and 
its dignity, he doth not forget its end and object. 
He looks upon man's mind as the title and 
the token by which he is allied to immortality ; 
the warrant that he is after the likeness of his 
Maker. It is that birthright whereby man ex- 
ercises his entrusted dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth. While the ho- 
nour and glory of his Sovereign Lord are sought, 
and his mandates obeyed, he asserts his heredi- 
tary right ; but if he direct the very power, which 
his Sovereign gives, against himself — if he ques- 
tions this high authority, he impeaches the source 
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of his own power, and sullies the fountain of his 
own honour ; it is only in that "he is conver- 
sant with God, that he magnifieth his nobility." 
When the intellect of man reveals its alliance 
with the high intelligence of Heaven, then he 
vidicates his just claim, as the heir of eternity, 
the inheritor of everlasting life. 

So when the moral influence of mind goes 
forth among those of our own day, then surely 
is a marked distinction to be discerned between 
the intellect of man and the instinct of the mere 
animal. The strange sagacity of some ani- 
mals, and the still stranger intellectual nothing- 
ness of some men, coupled with their animalized 
habits and appetites, have brought the instinct 
of the brute and the reason of the man to a start- 
ling proximity and likeness. But when the 
moral influence of the intellectual sheds around 
its radiant light, not only over its own head and 
heart, but over those of its fellow-beings, then 
truly doth intellect do what instinct never did. 
And when the minds of men devise, and their 
benevolence realizes the methods, and the in- 
stitutions, by which the generations of the unborn 
shall be influenced and enlightened, when thus 
the mind of man sways the futurity of man, 
then doth he yield a glorious testimony, that 
his order is not only of the earth, earthy, but is 
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proximate, and akin to the Most High. Then 
surely doth man assume his rightful rank in the 
orders of creation ; then doth he demonstrate, 
that intellect can do what instinct never did. 

If ever the mind of man hath toiled for this 
good work, and striven to better his fellow 
men, and wean them from their animal crav- 
ings, or shame them of their grovelling habits, 
his success has been with the few, his failure 
with the many. If ever the philosopher of 
old, with generous aims and lofty hopes, hath 
sought to instruct and to improve the human 
species, by inventing systems, and putting 
forth the strength of reason for human ame- 
lioration ; though he deemed and taught that 
virtue was the sole and only nobility, yet he 
could alone confer that nobility on the intel- 
lectual few. So surely the experience of the 
world proclaims, that not heathen, but Christ- 
ian intellect, can farthest, and widest, and over 
all, both the wise and the simple, best achieve, 
and hope to achieve, this holy purpose, so that 
great, and honourable, and noble, though the 
exertions of intellect be, yet, " in that she is con- 
versant with God, she magnifieth her nobility." 

Unless intellectual cultivation be carried to a 
high degree of advancement, it does but little 
towards refining the taste and judgment; the 
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life is not purified, neither is the man raised above 
the control of the senses, or rescued from sub*- 
jection to his recurring desires. Intellectual 
pleasures rival not the pleasures of sense, till the 
mind becomes adapted and habituated to seek 
their enjoyment. It is worthy then the considera- 
tion of those, who think that by improving the fa- 
culties of the mind, the feelings of the heart will 
be also thereby cleansed and elevated, whether 
the required degree of intellectual culture is at all 
attainable, or possible for the great mass of man- 
kind, for if it be not, the hope and the endeavour 
to ameliorate by intellectual cultivation alone, 
must remain uncrowned with success. The re- 
membrance may then perhaps return, that if edu- 
cation be based upon religion, a shorter road is 
found to the subjection of evil, and the govern- 
ment of human affections. What intellectual 
culture can effect but for the few, religion can 
effect for the many. '' The law of the Lord is 
an undefiled law, converting the soul ; the tes- 
timony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom to 
the simple J*' 

I lately heard a brief relation of one just re- 
turned from his first voyage. The impression 
which it is calculated to make, may be useful : 
it bears upon our immediate subject. It is no 
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devised fable of my own, but the same tale has 
probably been told to some of yourselves, at any 
rate it may be ; I need oflRer no further apology 
for introducing it here. I remember his saying, 
that he was one of ten children, well brought up 
and religiously educated ; but their father and 
mother dying, they had to go out into the ways 
of the world at unusually early years. His own 
lot was that of a sailor ; he went out in a convict 
ship, and he related many things of the condition 
and the feelings of those transported. Many of 
these wretched men owned to him, that they 
had robbed, purposely to join their former com- 
panions, having been informed by them that the 
change would not be for the worse, and that they 
now too late found how grossly they had been 
deceived. Many confessed they had weighed 
the chances of detection, and the easiness of the 
punishment against the booty ; but they found 
how cruelly they had cheated themselves, in 
balancing the punishment which followed upon 
their crime, as a light one. Even the most 
hardened and depraved among them, learnt 
that, after an idle and wicked life, they had 
brought upon themselves the severest labour, 
with nothing of its profits ; lingering confine- 
ment, which forbids all power of indulgence, and 
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left them nothing but the memory of the liijence 
they had forfeited, and their own evil ways, to 
brood over. They were weary of life, so truly 
to them, no morning came, but they said would 
it were evening, and in the evening, would it 
were morning. 

When first bad weather came on, I cannot say 
he spoke of fear, but he said that he and many 
strongly felt the awe of Him, who rules the 
storm : and upon deliverance from danger, he 
spoke of prayer. After landing the convicts, 
the ship went to India, and there he was seized 
by the fever. He was young, and an orphan, 
and had gone through much ; and his own hand 
could not any longer help him. When in 
the hospital, he said that he felt utterly deserted ; 
he could gather no comfort from the voice of 
strange people, books scarcely amused, much less 
consoled him : but when he read (I am now using 
his very words) and prayed, in the words of the 
Litany, ^^ that it might please God to defend 
and provide for the fatherless children," he 
thought it meant himself, and he no longer felt 
forsaken, and he strengthened himself in his 
trust. His words made me think of that song 
of Zion, that tells of them, ^' that go down to 
the sea in ships^ and occupy their business m 
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also to prove the truth of such Scriptures as do 
contain God's word ; for the power of detecting 
the counterfeit is also the power of discovering 
the genuine. If one or two passages of an un- 
scriptural tendency have crept into the Apocry- 
phal books, it must be also remembered, that the 
same keen and watchful eye of scrutiny has not 
been so closely kept upon these books, as upon 
the other holy Scriptures ^ 

Herein is shewn, in a marked manner, how 
the great Disposer of all events is wont to bring 
good out of evil. For since, as St. Paul writes, 
*^ there must also be heresies among you, that 
they which are approved may be made mani- 
fest," yet hath this one universal good, ever 
and continually resulted from the divisions of 
those who in any way receive the written word 
of God. There has ever existed, from the 
earliest ages even to our own, the same lynx- 
eyed and jealous spirit of watchfulness among 
all the different sects. Each one alike, on their 
guard against the other, lest the written word 
should be changed, either to weaken, or 
strengthen, any particular set of opinions or 
doctrines ; so that nothing has ever been '* add^d 

' I am indebted to Dr. Gray's Works for these arguments. 
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thereto, or taken therefrom, without discovery, 
instantaneously proclaiming the imposture. 
Thus the moment any passage was perverted, or 
altered, or introduced, became the moment of its 
detection ; and at its very birth was it branded 
as an abortion. Men may seek to evade the 
fact, but the very time, and the exact extent of 
their attempts to mar the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
is marked and known. They should remember, 
that the New Testament is the title deed of the 
Christian : it hath not been in their own hands 
alone ; it is not, therefore, in their power to 
change its positive declarations. It is the last will 
of God our Redeemer : that will is registered 
and recorded ; the alteration of that will can 
never give claim to the inheritance. Even as the 
superscription, it is nailed to the cross of Christ ; 
no man can take it down ; it is written too in 
Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin ; and shall re- 
main unchanging, and unchangeable. Long is 
it since these languages have been accounted 
dead, and no more subject to change. This is 
well worthy of our observation and remem- 
brance, that such was the case with the Hebrew 
ere long after the law had been given ; such, 
too, was the case with the Greek, ere long 
after the Gospel had been revealed; thes^ Ian- 
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circuit of years/' and ^^the positions of stars/' 
that these vast minds, in revealing the works of 
God, revealed God himself; and, in reading 
the visible things of creation, they beheld the 
nature of the invisible Creator. Yet, though 
their own, and after ages, paid homage to theii: 
intellect, did they themselves ever deem that His 
service was their highest aim and honour ; and 
the more intimate was their knowledge of His 
works, the more conversant they were with God, 
the more was their nobility magnified. 

And though the intellect of man, even when 
it is not conversant with God, still riseth in its 
powers, it leads, for the most part, to the ambi- 
tions of this world ; and then, while it proudly 
disdains all higher authority than its own, and 
rejects obedience to aught above itself, with the 
same unseemly spirit would it subdue all else 
beneath it It is ever alien to the principle of 
Christian feeling ; for the ungodly intellect doth 
envy, it doth vaunt itself, it is puffed up, it 
seeketh its own, it is easily provoked, it beareth 
nothing, it belie veth nothing, it hopeth nothing; 
its knowledge shall vanish away ; it serves the 
world, and of the world it hath its reward. 

We might go on to urge the many and mon- 
strous perversions of mind, when once the good 
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gift is severed from the knowledge of Him who 
gave it. When the link is broken which binds 
the intellect of man to a higher and holier in- 
telligence, it is then that the corruption of man 
works, without let or hindrance. The very 
nature of good and evil becomes confused and 
indistinct ; reason seeks to hide, not to disclose 
truth ; virtue is debased, vice enthroned ; op- 
pression a privilege, licentiousness a right. 

We might also point to the manifest abuses 
of high talents, alienated from the service of 
Him, by whom they were entrusted. It is not 
because genius winneth its wonted homage from 
the world — it is not because it hath dazzled 
and delighted, and hath arrayed nature in her 
loveliest attire, and hath decked out her fairest 
features in all the witchery of words, and sung 
the songs of the passions sweetly, and entranced 
for a while the reason, by the richness of their 
melody ; it is not this alone that shall magnify 
their nobility. This is not the test by which 
good men will try them and their works ; but 
* the thought will arise, and the question shall be 
put, whether they have actually done good or 
evil to their fellow-creatures ; it is this by which 
they shall be accounted either a curse or a 
blessing, their talents hallowed or deplored. 

M 
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To Stifle evil in our own hearts, and arrest its 
progress in the world, to increase the sum of 
human good, is the noblest effort of intellect. 
The service of humanity is the service of God. 
It is a most sad presumption to deem that the 
creature can in reality do aught to the glory of 
God, save in the good done to man, and in 
making the mind of man conversant with the 
Author of all good, shall your work be most 
surely crowned with success, and sanctified by 
acceptance. 

If, then, we have at all shown the purity of 
God's word, as containing his will ; that the mind 
of man, in reading the glories of the creation, 
falls short of its higher purposes when it reads 
not thereby the glory of the Creator. If the in- 
tellect, in that it is conversant with the great 
Source of intelligence, attests its alliance and kin- 
dred to a higher order of being ; while the power 
of spreading abroad the influence of mind alike 
over the present and after generations, vindi- 
cates its birthright, and reveals its lofty distinc- 
tion from mere animal sagacity and instinct. If 
sensuality deadens the powers of mind, and 
animal habits debase and brutalize them ; if a 
pure and holy life is at all calculated to call 
forth and advance man's intellectual energies, and 

12 
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God be the author of all holiness ; and that the 
knowledge of him can lend solace, and shed com- 
fort and tranquillity around our path and about 
our bed, when vain is the aid or the help of man. 
If the greatest minds have deemed their intel- 
lectual powers to be most prized because they 
strengthened the conviction of God's truth ; if 
the knowledge of God's will, goes to prevent the 
perversion, and check the abuse of intellectual 
talent ; if then chiefly, the mind of man is led to 
aim at human good and human happiness, and 
that too, by the best means ; if the service of 
man cannot be severed with any hope of eventual 
success or blessing, from the service of God ; if 
that be the most reasonable, the noblest ambi- 
tion of the mind, we are warranted in pressing 
home the principle, that Intellect, in that she is 
conversant with God, magnifieth her nobility. 
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SERMON X. 



EVIL IMAGINATIONS. 



Gek* tI. 5. 



Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 

• 

Creation was but in its earliest infancy, when 
this mournful truth forbad the tender mercy, 
and summoned the just anger of God. Earth's 
corruption upbraided the Holy One, earth's 
violence mocked his long-suffering : so that in 
the language of his creatures, *' it repented the 
Lord that he had made man upon the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart." Still did the 
love of the Almighty abide with the fallen crea- 
ture. The fiat to destroy went not forth till the 
command to repent had been unheeded. So 
when the fountains of the deep were broken up, 
and the rush of the deluge was heard, the many, 
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*' every imagination of the thoughts of whose 
heart was only evil continually," found death ; the 
few, who walked with God in obedience and in 
trust, found salvation. The evil life, we see, was 
akin to the thoughts of an evil heart. Or ever 
all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth, 
every imagination of the heart had become evil 
continually. 

My endeavour, will not now be directed 
towards gathering instruction from this record 
of God's wrath, against the unholy, but rather 
to urge upon your notice, the value of regulating 
our vain imaginations. If we do not submit 
our thoughts to spiritual discipline, we may not 
hope to succeed in our struggles, to subdue the 
continual evil of our hearts. In Scripture, the 
heart is a term frequently used to express man's 
carnal or animal nature, this I understand to be 
the meaning of the word, in my text. Let it 
suflBce, also to consider our imaginations as sig- 
nifying simply our thoughts. This will render 
it unnecessary for me to force your attention, 
upon nearer, though I trust needless distinctions, 
by nicely defining the limits and operations of 
this faculty of the mind. 

Experience, has made known to every one of 
us, that upon whatever objects or pursuits the 
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affections are fixed, thither will the thoughts 
ever and continually wander. The mind lingers 
upon that, for which the heart longs. ** Where 
our treasure is, there will the heart be also." 
We think on what we desire, our desires lead to 
actions, thus the heart is the fountain of our sins. 
** Out of the heart," saith Christ, *' proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, false witnesses, blasphemies." Thus our 
thoughts, by being familiarized with, take their 
character and colouring from the objects of our 
inclinations. On the other hand, those thoughts 
in which we habitually indulge, soon begin to 
influence the will of the heart. If we brood 
over the gratification of our fleshly appetites, 
then will the heart wax gross, while, if tihe 
thoughts be occupied with high and holy things, 
then may we hope that our feelings will be 
purified and hallowed. The inward thought 
ivill ere long reveal itself in outward act : it is 
the first motion of sin, and hence was it, that 
the Saviour so repeatedly bid his people " to 
cleanse their hearts," and so crush th^ evil ere 
its birth. The thoughts may inflame, or they 
may tend to subdue our carnal nature. If the 
food on which they feed be untainted, the heart 
is exercised by the righteous discipline, and the 
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« 

saving health of the soul is confirmed. But 
when the mind is suffered to gloat on unclean- 
ness the inner man is defiled : I think on this 
account did the Apostle so earnestly press upon 
his brethren, the duty of filling their minds with 
such objects as became a Christian people, zeal- 
ous of good works : '* Whatsoever things," saith 
he, '* are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if 
there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think 
on these things." To think on such things was 
to love them, to love them was to do them. 
Such objects cannot employ the mind, but they 
win its homage, and woo its service, and they 
repay its service with a rich delight. I speak 
not of a worldly or of a future reward, but of 
the ample solace of a heartfelt satisfaction. It is 
only when such things are unthought of and un- 
known, that they are neglected and uncared for : 
it is only when they are disused that they are 
despised. There is a healthy and a holy pride 
in the honour of truth, which lights up the 
mind of man, and kindles his energies for its 
vindication and support. There is an open and 
an uncompromising honesty, which few can ever 
witness, without yielding to it their approval and 
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applause. Neither would whatsoever things 
are pure, go unadmired or unsought, but that 
the animal lusts bedim the reason, the outerv 
of the senses drowns their modest claims. Thus 
we behold the things which are pure, as through 
a glass darkly, and the beauty of holiness is 
among the things that are not seen. To know 
them, were to recognise their blessed authority, 
for their service is perfect freedom. To approach 
such things may be deemed difficult, and to 
demand self-denial, but their worth is not ap- 
preciated only because it is not calculated » To 
experience were to value. 

We do not hope to enhance the duty of keep- 
ing a wakeful watch., over the thoughts, for it is 
the Redeemer's command, still would we seek to 
impress upon, you the necessity of this enjoined 
discipline, by taking a brief survey of the mani- 
fold evils, which an uncontrouled imagination 
entails upon us. When leagued with the sen- 
sual appetites, its direct tendency is to corrupt all 
the loftier powers of our being : the reason is 
then infatuated. Every lineament and trace of 
Him in whose likeness we were made, is marred 
and distorted. Yet, ere we proceed to view the 
wrecks which are wrou^t by the thoughts of the 
heart upon our spiritual hopes, let us first learn 
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to Shan the many distempers with which they 
are wont to disturb our happiness here on earth. 
We feel well assured, that to restrain the imagi- 
nation, is to decrease human wretchedness. 

One great work of the imagination, is to 
create in some men the belief that if our devices 
could be realized, man's nature is in itself 
capable of enjoying entire happiness. Hence 
they see visions of human perfection, theories are 
promulgated, and all that comes short of these 
fcmd speculations is disdained. While human 
perfection is sought after, the humble hope of 
human improvement is neglected. But shall 
that mind, whose inherent proneness, is con- 
tinually for evil, speak of earthly perfection: 
shall that body, '^ which saith to corruption 
thou art my father, and to the worm thou 
art my mother and my sister," claim, not the 
hope and the heritage, but the present pos- 
session of happiness ? The experience of an 
aged world, and our own, both the mind and 
body, and the revealed word, supply the fact, 
that here our nature is progressive. Man, 
while on earth, may approach, he never can 
attain perfection : without it he must not look 
for unbroken happin^s. This is a dazssling 
doctrine, which may flatter man's intellectual 
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pride, and delight his humanity, but it is a fond 
imagination of the foolish heart. 

Further, it is the imagination, which decks out 
other conditions of life than those in which our 
lot is fallen, with fancied goods, and arrays 
them in all the pleasures and advantages for 
which our hearts long. Man in his imaginings 
saith, if my condition were changed to that 
which I desire^ I should then be far happier 
than I am. Thus his present condition is made 
one of unrest, and if ever he arrives at the 
summit of his wishes, he finds them unreal. He 
sows, for the present, discontent, to reap, for the 
future, disappointment. We often rob ourselves 
of our rightful and awarded share of enjoyment, 
whilst we take wing in search after that, which 
never had any actual existence save in the 
thoughts of our own hearts. 

We think too, that much of the ardour 
and devotedness with which we follow up our 
individual pleasures or ambitions, derive their 
origin from the fictitious ornaments, with which 
the fancy embellishes their pursuit and practice. 
When circumstances withhold us from their in- 
dulgence, the heart yearns towards them. It is 
not the memory that recalls them as they were, 
but the imagination supplies their absence, 
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by summoning up and heightening their most 
grateful aspects, and adorning them with every 
possible and impossible charm. What though 
experience denies their worth, yet expectation 
still suggests their discovery. We grow eager 
to purchase them at any price. We hesitate 
not to sacrifice our duties to our delights. Thus 
often are we led to forego the actual possession of 
present advantages, for the prospect of realizing 
schemes of visionary joys. Imagination is ever 
in union and co-operation with our indulgences ; 
it stimulates the wishes of the selfish heart, and 
when we have lent a willing ear to its luring 
promises, we only own its treachery, from find- 
ing that it builds up our hopes to betray them. 
It bribes us to barter the reality of present goods, 
for our own exaggerated ideal creations. These 
are its milder tendencies, and well is it, when 
they only undermine the happiness of those who 
cherish them. 

Let us, now, go on to view ourselves when 
acting under the impression of fancied wrongs. 
We are then carried away by the excitement of 
our feelings, and the guiding power of reasom is 
deposed. We are in such haste to seek redress, 
that we stay not, for proof. We then readily 
deem that our immediate interest has been in- 
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tentionally injured ; our individual wishes pur- 
posely thwarted, our personal respect wilfully 
insulted. Our imagination magnifies alike our 
importance and our wrongs. Our anger is 
kindled, and we hurry on to retaliate and re- 
venge. When thus keenly exasperated, to find 
suddenly that we have not been injured, nor 
crossed, nor insulted, so much does passion 
blind our reason, that the discovery comes upon 
us like a disappointment : we feel baffled of a 
fixed determination. When once the spirit of 
enmity is engendered, it is no easy work to 
allay its. violence, or arrest its turbulent progress. 
Yet think, if under this our feeling of imaginary 
wrong, we should sncceed in wreaking our 
anger upon the supposed object of offence, with 
what is that our sad success crowned ? why with 
the bitter fact, that we have inflicted pain or 
disgrace upon those who never injured us, that 
our fancy has betrayed us into bringing suffer- 
ing upon the innocent, that we have sought the 
hurt of those who did not deserve it at our hands. 
We are taught that no feeling of the heart, or 
faculty of the mind is given to man, which may 
not be controuled and directed to good. Thus 
is it even with anger. Our Lord himself showed 
the extent to which this feeling may be lawfully 
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entertained, and its exercise not only consistent 
in, but becoming every soldier of Christ, who 
slumbers not on his watch. We may remember 
that when the false notions of the disciples, 
forbad the little children to be brought to Christ, 
that Jesus was much dispkased ; He uttered his 
strong rebuke, and commanded the children to 
be brought to him. We deem it then a just and 
a fair conclusion, that anger was implanted in 
the human heart for human good : it is but 
a necessary excitement towards energy, for the 
counteraction of evil, and the correction of error. 
We may not however forget that when wrong 
or falsehood rouses our wrath, it should lead 
us only to redress, never to revenge. The sore 
displeasure of Jesus Christ vindicated the truth, 
and enforced what was just, he poured forth re- 
buke, but did not go on to injure. 

We would urge too, that an unrestrained 
imagination seldom fails to beget a disregard, 
and to uproot our reverence for truth. The 
continual communion with false creations im^ 
perceptibly induces the mind to dwell upoa 
them with an increasing delight : when . thus 
images unreal in their nature are repeatedly, 
entertained, we sppfli car^ not to detect or dis-, 
tinguish them from truth itself. Our inter^pur^jt} 
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commonly forms our habits : we imitate what 
we like ; and the mind too takes its tone from its 
companionship. To trifle with falsehood is cer- 
tainly silly, it may become sinful ; for if dwelling 
upon thoughts which can never have any real 
existence, if familiarity with falsehood, leads 
not to the adoption of falsehood, it assuredly 
enfeebles the reason. It begets also a distaste to 
those actual realities of life, with which God 
is pleased to surround us, and in which He has 
ordained the faculties and the feelings of man 
to be exercised and disciplined. 

But we the more need a wary guardianship, 
when by dwelling even upon pure and holy ob- 
jects, the imagination still insidiously works for 
evil. We say that this is the more needful, be- 
cause the mind being at such times busied with 
, Christian contemplations, deems that its employ- 
ment is sanctified, and therefore rests assured of 
its righteousness ; it is satisfied, and not without 
some show of fairness, with a degree of self- 
earned approval. The mercies of God are 
beheld and adored — the love of the Redeemer 
for us men, and for our salvation, his life, his 
every word and act, seize upon, and entrance 
each better feeling and thought of our nature, 
till we are enraptured by our reveries. This is 
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the work too of the imagination. The danger 
here is far more secret and subtle. Such exercise 
not only wears the semblance of Christian duty, 
but when the soul thus communes with its own 
heart, a religious act is essentially performed. 
The fatal charm is this, lest being enthralled by 
passive delight, we are led only to inactive and 
negative Christianity. We may dream dreams 
and see visions, but if we do not wake up to 
action, our religion is but as a shadow, so soon 
passeth it away and it is gone. To what pur- 
pose is it, that the soul worships its Saviour, if it 
goes not to realize his commands? — to what 
purpose is it, that we give God the glory, if we 
give him not our service ? His service is not 
only to refrain from evil, but it is to do good. 
Not less truly than beautifully has it been said, 
*' that the cross which it is so easy to venerate, 
we'^find most difficult to bear." So if our high 
musings on the mysteries of Redemption, and 
the fair inheritance of the Christian, ensure not 
the observance of Christian enjoined conditions^ 
they are indeed valueless. If the sympathy for 
sorrow and suffering leads not to any eflPorts for 
relief — if the kind feeling, be not put forth in 
the kind act, it is but sickly sentiment. To 
revel in the heartfelt pleasures that arise from 
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the anticipation of a far-spreading humanity, 
without a single exertion for its furtherance — to 
applaud benevolence inwardly, without ourselves 
actively employing this blessed power, are the 
opiates in which the imagination is wont to 
indulge. Thus the soul is lulled into the easy 
repose of useless and sinful lethargy. It may 
lead then just to this — to Christian fervour, 
without Christian charity — to doctrine without 
duty — in a word, to faith without good works. 
This is a deception with which no small body 
of professing Christians egregiously dupe them- 
selves. To continually stir up this mental ex- 
citementwe deem unwise. The craving for such 
spiritual intoxication is readily engendered, but 
it is no easy matter either in simplicity and 
truth, to supply it, or restrain its tendencies. 
The mind is but too prone to linger on the love 
of God the Saviour, while it regards in a less 
degree the practical inference to be drawn from 
that love. We rather listen to what Christ has 
done for us, than to what we should do for 
him. To foster this disposition by indulging it, 
'we are persuaded is calculated to induce the 
neglect of religious practice by the substitution 
of religious feeling. 

The imagination is a silent, but an encroach- 
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ing power ; it grows in its demands, from the 
very licence which you allow it If ever it gain 
the ascendency, with some it may indeed rest 
contented with only paralysing the active facul- 
ties of the mind, with the many it will put forth 
its powers to stimulate the senses. The animal 
part of our nature will then be rendered supe- 
rior, the man become sensualized. His thoughts 
then *' sow to the flesh, and of the flesh reap 
corruption." To little purpose is it that you 
*' touch not, taste not, handle not," and for 
awhile, remove the body from the means of ful- 
filling its carnal appetites, if, yet you suffer 
the thoughts, ever and continually to summon 
up the objects of impurity ; of little avail is it that 
you no longer frequent the haunts of vice, if the 
mind revels in their remembrances. Unless 
our thoughts are subjected to the same forbear- 
ance as our actions, the soul will ere long ag'ain 
seek its own defilement. No evil passion shall 
be subdued, no evil way forsaken, no evil habit 
be broken through. 

To Him must we turn, who alone can ** make 
us a clean heart and renew a right spirit within 
us." Now till inveterate habit has rendered a 
man to every good work reprobate, till every ima- 
gination of the thoughts of the heart are only evil 

N 
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continually, at times he is under the influence of 
his better natufle. His conscience is then wont 
to accuse and condemn him. At such intervals 
the Holy Spirit would fain plead with him for 
his own soul, and grant its aid to his resolves, 
and so raise up the fallen, and strengthen him 
in his righteous purposes. If then he grieve not 
the Holy Spirit by being deaf to its suggestions, 
he shall be '^ turned from the wickedness which 
he hath committed, and shall save his soul alive." 
A man habituated to indulgence cannot of him- 
self suppress his recurring appetites. Each 
pampered sense craves its wonted gratification. 
The images of his unclean thoughts fan his eager 
lusts; he is their vassal and not their lord; 
his sins have got such hold upon him, that they 
sway him at their will ; ^^ he goeth about seeking 
rest and findeth none." Yet, saith the Apostle, 
" though ye have long served divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in envy and malice, hating and 
hateful, yet the kindness and love of God our Sa- 
viour towards men hath appeared, not by works 
of righteousness which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he hath saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost," that they, continues St. Paul, '^ which 
have believed in God might be careful to maintain 



EVIL IMAGINATIONS. 179 

good works." Pardon is conditional upon the sin- 
cerity of our repentance ; but our repentance is 
not sincere, neither are our sins remitted, if we be 
led to their repetition. In the love of God' the 
Saviour we have our only hope. By his Spirit 
alone shall the despotism of the passions be de- 
throned, and the soul raised above the troubles 
of the fleshly senses. When thus rescued from 
their bitter bondage, let it employ the glorious 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made it free, in 
the holy works of an active Christian. So shall 
the imaginations of the thoughts of our hearts 
be only good continually ; so shall the blessing 
*' Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you," 
be realized, in the tranquil confidence of a sure 
and certain hope. 



THE END. 
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